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My wonderful 
experience
Dai Wakebe 
Kanda University of International Studies

I had a wonderful experience when I first took part 
as an interpreter volunteer.  It was the match of 
goal-ball (one of the official events of the 
Paralympics).  At that time I was in charge of 
interpreting English into Japanese and Japanese 
into English to the ladies team of Turkey.  Before 
this event, someone said to me that it is said 
people in Turkey are kind to the Japanese. 
However, as I said, it was for the first time for me to 
take part in such an event as an interpreter 
volunteer, so I was very nervous. Nevertheless, the 
head-coach of the team was very kind to me, which 
made my tension decrease gradually.  I felt that I 
became his favorite and he said to me “You come 
to my house.” and “You can take one woman 
(athletes)” as a joke. Not only that, at the lunch 
time, they brought some foods from their countries. 
I’ve never seen them, so I watched.  Then the 
head-coach gave me some of it.

After all, the team won the first prize. Then they 
were taking a picture. Since I was an interpreter 
volunteer, I just watched them from behind the 
cameraman.  Suddenly, the head-coach said to me 
“You come.” At first, I was confused, but I found that 
it meant “You can also join in the pictures”, so I took 
a picture with them.

A few days later, when I saw the goal-ball page of 
Turkey on Facebook, there was a picture of me and 
them. I was surprised, but at the same time, I was 
very happy because I felt I was regarded as “One 
of their teammates.”

This experience was born because of my being 
able to use English and take part as an interpreter 
volunteer. That’s why I really think that, if I hadn’t 
studied English, I couldn’t have experienced such a 
wonderful thing. Since then, I came to think I want 
to be a person who has a big heart like them by 
using English.

Bio:
Dai Wakebe is a student at Kanda University of 
International Studies. 
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Other Resources

Here are some links to other resources where you 
can find details on volunteering in Tokyo.

· Tokyo Volunteer Action Network – Promotes 
volunteerism in Tokyo and works with a variety of 

local community organizations to establish 
volunteer opportunities.

· Foreign Volunteers Japan – An online forum to 
help expats in Japan connect with volunteer 

opportunities around Japan.

· Amnesty International Japan – The local affiliate 
for Amnesty International that works to promote 

and protect human rights.

· OxFam Japan – OxFam's international volunteer 
group allows English speakers in Japan to get 

engaged with the OxFam mission of finding 
lasting solutions to poverty and injustice around 

the world.

· The English Life Line (TELL) – Offers volunteer 
opportunities including working with their 24-

hour lifeline and various other events supporting 
the mission of TELL.

         And remember the “KUIS Volunteer Center” 
Building 1, ground floor, Next to Room #110

http://www.tvac.or.jp/page/english.html
http://foreignvolunteers.org/
http://www.amnesty.or.jp/en/get-involved/
http://oxfam.jp/index_e.html
http://www.telljp.com/index.php?/en/volunteer/
http://www.tvac.or.jp/page/english.html
http://foreignvolunteers.org/
http://www.amnesty.or.jp/en/get-involved/
http://oxfam.jp/index_e.html
http://www.telljp.com/index.php?/en/volunteer/

