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Promoting Teacher Development 
With Interconnected MA TESOL 

Programs 

Tim Murphey 
Kanda University of International Studies, Japan

Question:

How Can We Help More Secondary School Teachers Get their MAs? 

Answer: 

Invade Finland and Borrow their Interconnected Graduate School System 

Borrowing a meme out of Michael Moore's recent documentary "Where shall we invade next?" (great video, 
highly recommended), I would like for Japan to invade Finland and steal (borrow) the idea of interconnected 
graduate schools. Many TESOL MA programs in Japan are small and could benefit greatly from an 
interconnected system that encourages and allows more JHS and SHS teachers to attend any courses in a 
variety of places. Most MA TESOL courses in these small programs are on weekends and vacation periods 
in many places in Japan. If they were united and teachers could get credit from them all, all over Japan, then 
probably they would be more popular and more teachers would begin their MA TESOL degree and become 
better teachers and improve the educational system.  Perhaps larger schools of education would also join in 
and even foreign schools in Japan.

I realize that proposing such a program presents many challenges for organizers, but if our primary concern 
is encouraging more teacher training opportunities for all teachers then objections can be overcome and 
troubles sorted out. If the various program administrators are mainly concerned with making money and not 
serving Japan’s future education system, then it will probably never happen.

In my utopian mind, I would even suggest that MA TESOL programs give credit for attendance to one-off 
events and conferences attended and presentations given by secondary school teachers.

In Finland, graduate students can attend any courses they choose at any of the graduate schools in the 
country and ask for help from any professor at any school.  I have visited there myself several times. A year 
ago I was on a PHD dissertation committee, and this year for the Psychology in Language Learning 
conference (which will be in Japan in 2018).

Even if only two such graduate schools tried it out, it would be a start and beneficial to at least a few 
graduate students. Then maybe more programs would join in to benefit a wider population.
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Announcement 

Open lecture by Professor Anne Burns 

Teachers as action researchers: Examples from the classroom 

In this talk I will outline briefly the key concepts and processes of action research, and will 
provide some short case studies of action research conducted by teachers in Australia and also 
possibly elsewhere (if there is time). My aim is to provide an overview of what action research 
is and how it can help to transform teachers’ practices and their insights about their learners. 

Date: Friday 21st October, 2016 

Time: 12.15 – 13.00 

Location: 4301 (it’s OK to bring your lunch). Students, faculty and staff welcome! 

Anne Burns is Professor of TESOL at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, and 
Professor Emerita at Aston University, UK. She is currently a Visiting Professor at Soka 
University in Japan. She has worked with teachers in many different parts of the world who 
are interested in conducting action research and she was recently recognised by TESOL 
International as one of the ’50 at 50′ who had made a significant contribution to TESOL 
worldwide. 

Professor Burns’ schedule 

12.15 – 13.00: Open lecture: Teachers as action researchers 

13.45 – 15.45: Available for meetings with colleagues (appointment only) 

16.00 – 16.30: Join Afternoon Teatime with students in the SALC

16.45 – 18.00: Q&A follow up to the lunchtime lecture (Presentation Room, Building 6) 


