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PeerSpectives 
Issue 17
Established in 2008, PeerSpectives is an open 
access, quick turn around publication for all those 
interested in education in general and cutting edge 
or experimental practice in particular. 
PeerSpectives is published biannually, in spring 
and autumn.

The Journal seeks to encourage more peering 
(verb: to treat those we work with, teach, and learn 
from as peers and to value their points of view) and 
encourages contributions from educators, learning 
advisors, coaches, mentors and learners; we aim to 
empower each other to be better members of a 
global world.

Editorial
Stuart Benson 

Welcome	to	the	Fall	edi.on	of	
PeerSpec.ves.	The	weather	is	slowly	
changing	with	the	leaves	turning	brown,	
the	sun	is	se?ng	faster,	and	the	sweaters	
are	are	ge?ng	brought	out	from	the	long	
break	in	the	closet.	Academia	is	s.ll	going	
strong	however	in	this	issue,	with	a	
number	of	fascina.ng	ar.cles.		

First	off,	Tim	Murphey	gives	his	opinion	on	
how	to	promote	teacher	development	in	
Japan	by	following	suit	of	Finland	in	which	
they	interconnect	MA	TESOL	programs	
from	graduate	schools.	He	proposes	that,	
although	there	are	many	challenges	
involved	in	developing	such	a	program	in	
ter.ary	educa.on,	the	benefits	for	
graduate	students	to	receive	this	kind	of	
educa.on	would	help	train	students	to	
become	beJer	teachers	and	in	turn,	
improve	the	educa.onal	system.	

Following	this	is	Ken	Nagasawa’s	touching	
piece	on	his	experience	travelling	to	South	
East	Asia.	He	brings	up	the	issue	of	how	

sport	can	be	used	to	join	people	from	all	
over	the	world,	regardless	of	culture,	
language,	or	wealth.	In	the	case	of	Ken’s	
experience,	he	discusses	how	sport	was	
used	to	make	friends,	connect	to	the	local	
people,	and	bring	peace	to	an	otherwise	
hos.le	and	some.mes	dangerous	area.		

Finally,	Mizuo	Yoshino	has	been	kind	
enough	to	summarize	what	he	has	learnt	
through	conduc.ng	a	study	for	his	MA	
thesis	that	he	completed	recently.	He	
provides	us	six	key	points	to	consider	
about	mo.va.on	in	low-level	high	school	
classrooms.	Although	his	study	was	
conducted	with	low-level	learners	in	mind,	
I	believe	that	the	key	points	he	explains	
can	be	implemented	into	any	level	and	
context	in	order	to	help	increase	learner’s	
mo.va.on.		

Note:	Throughout	this	edi.on,	there	are	
two	major	announcements	that	would	be	
of	interest	for	KUIS	teachers.	Please	have	a	
read	and	hopefully	you	will	join	the	
lectures.	

Stuart	Benson 
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Call for Papers 
PeerSpectives differs from other journals in 
that we focus on short, practical articles 
from a wide range of contributors. We 
particularly welcome new or challenging 
ideas and reports of innovative practice. See 
our website for more details: 

http://peerspectivesonline.org/ 

This is a double-blind, peer reviewed and 
negotiated publication; nothing is 
automatically accepted. All articles must 
meet APA standards. 

PeerSpectives is published biannually, in 
spring and autumn. The next submission 

deadline is March 1st. 

http://peerspectivesonline.org/
http://peerspectivesonline.org/
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Promoting Teacher Development 
With Interconnected MA TESOL 

Programs 

Tim Murphey 
Kanda University of International Studies, Japan

Question:

How Can We Help More Secondary School Teachers Get their MAs? 

Answer: 

Invade Finland and Borrow their Interconnected Graduate School System 

Borrowing a meme out of Michael Moore's recent documentary "Where shall we invade next?" (great video, 
highly recommended), I would like for Japan to invade Finland and steal (borrow) the idea of interconnected 
graduate schools. Many TESOL MA programs in Japan are small and could benefit greatly from an 
interconnected system that encourages and allows more JHS and SHS teachers to attend any courses in a 
variety of places. Most MA TESOL courses in these small programs are on weekends and vacation periods 
in many places in Japan. If they were united and teachers could get credit from them all, all over Japan, then 
probably they would be more popular and more teachers would begin their MA TESOL degree and become 
better teachers and improve the educational system.  Perhaps larger schools of education would also join in 
and even foreign schools in Japan.

I realize that proposing such a program presents many challenges for organizers, but if our primary concern 
is encouraging more teacher training opportunities for all teachers then objections can be overcome and 
troubles sorted out. If the various program administrators are mainly concerned with making money and not 
serving Japan’s future education system, then it will probably never happen.

In my utopian mind, I would even suggest that MA TESOL programs give credit for attendance to one-off 
events and conferences attended and presentations given by secondary school teachers.

In Finland, graduate students can attend any courses they choose at any of the graduate schools in the 
country and ask for help from any professor at any school.  I have visited there myself several times. A year 
ago I was on a PHD dissertation committee, and this year for the Psychology in Language Learning 
conference (which will be in Japan in 2018).

Even if only two such graduate schools tried it out, it would be a start and beneficial to at least a few 
graduate students. Then maybe more programs would join in to benefit a wider population.
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Announcement 

Open lecture by Professor Anne Burns 

Teachers as action researchers: Examples from the classroom 

In this talk I will outline briefly the key concepts and processes of action research, and will 
provide some short case studies of action research conducted by teachers in Australia and also 
possibly elsewhere (if there is time). My aim is to provide an overview of what action research 
is and how it can help to transform teachers’ practices and their insights about their learners. 

Date: Friday 21st October, 2016 

Time: 12.15 – 13.00 

Location: 4301 (it’s OK to bring your lunch). Students, faculty and staff welcome! 

Anne Burns is Professor of TESOL at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, and 
Professor Emerita at Aston University, UK. She is currently a Visiting Professor at Soka 
University in Japan. She has worked with teachers in many different parts of the world who 
are interested in conducting action research and she was recently recognised by TESOL 
International as one of the ’50 at 50′ who had made a significant contribution to TESOL 
worldwide. 

Professor Burns’ schedule 

12.15 – 13.00: Open lecture: Teachers as action researchers 

13.45 – 15.45: Available for meetings with colleagues (appointment only) 

16.00 – 16.30: Join Afternoon Teatime with students in the SALC

16.45 – 18.00: Q&A follow up to the lunchtime lecture (Presentation Room, Building 6) 
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Play!: More Important than Food or Money

Ken Nagasawa 
Kanda University of International Studies, Japan

In a KUIS class last semester, a teacher showed us a series of pictures. In the first, a polar bear was pawing 
a dog. It looked like he was attacking it. But then in later pictures we saw that the bear was actually playing 
with the dog. The teacher explained that it was March in northern Canada and the bear was just coming out 
of hibernation and very hungry. But when the dog saw him approaching, the dog went down on his front 
paws and wagged its tail, which is an interspecies signal for play. So the bear started playing and actually 
came back to play three days in a row before the ice broke up and he could swim away to eat seals (his 
typical meal). The conclusion was that play was more important than food. 

I had a parallel experience this summer: I discovered that what poor people want is not money but a place 
for sports. I visited slums in south east Asia in August to understand what I study in my university and to take 
photographs.

Before I went to a slum, people always said “You must be careful because they beg or steel your 
belongings.” And also, I expected that I may be asked for money or my camera might be stolen in the place 
where people need money for their living. 

However, I found that it depends on places. In the places where they have a place to play sports such as 
basketball and football, people never asked for money. They asked to play sports with me or for me to take 
their picture. For example, at Navotas in Manila, I played basketball with local guys. This basketball court 
was provided by the mayor and people used it and fixed it when it needed fixing. 
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During holidays at Navotas, a few minutes walk from old Smoky Mountain which was a symbol of 
poverty in Philippines.

However, in the Philippines there are some slums in a cemetery and I was asked for money there (I never 
think they are bad because the reason they are poor is not just their fault but the chain of inequality).
 
It is difficult to make a place for sports in those kinds of areas but I asked myself “How would it be if they got 
sports grounds and facilities in the community?” I felt they wanted to play more than beg for money because 
this is the nature of human beings.

At Klong Toey in Bangkok, there is a football field. This is open for young people to play soccer to prevent 
them from being involved in crimes such as selling drugs. Furthermore, by opening a place for sports, they 
can make friends. By making friends, it can be a deterrent of criminal activity as a community can have the 
power to prevent the drug selling with observation of each other. By playing sports, it makes their bodies and 
minds stronger. By being healthy, their brains work well. Then they can get a better life with friends, health, 
creativity and jobs. 

The UN explains that “sports are very important for development. According to the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, “Sport is also an important enabler of sustainable development”. “We recognize 
the growing contribution of sport to the realization of development and peace in its promotion of tolerance 
and respect and the contributions it makes to the empowerment of women and of young people, individuals 
and communities as well as to health, education and social inclusion objectives.”

Not only sports but also many games can develop these goals. What is important is just playing for the fun of 
it, for the love it! Then you will get what you need in your life. 
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Kids are playing on a railroad in Klong Toey, Bangkok.

Millennium Development Goals, declared the United Nations, tried to end poverty between 2000 and 2015, 
but left many unsettled issues. Instead of it, Sustainable Development Goals took over the roles of the 
Millennium Development Goals seeking to end all poverty by 2030. I think it will be harder and harder just 
like former goals. However, sports can be one of the ways to do this. As I mentioned earlier, there are many 
impoverished areas where there is no place to play. While work is important for the poor, places to play 
sports for everyone around the world is even more important in my opinion. Work will give them money so 
they can eat. But play creates community, belonging, and meaningfulness for the soul. Yes, let’s create jobs, 
but let us also create places to play! 

They are poor in terms of money and where they live, but it is rare to see these great smiles in my 
country.
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Bio

Ken Nagasawa is a junior student 
in Kanda University of International 
Studies in Japan. His interests are 
International Relations, poverty 
a n d j o u r n a l i s m . H e t a k e s 
photographs of minorities, and 
related subjects because his 
hometown was a segregated area 
a long time ago, and he identifies 
with stray cats. 
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Announcement 
Dear Colleagues, 

On behalf of the ELI, I would like to make an announcement in advance of a very special 
weeklong event to take place in the coming December. In celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of KUIS, and to inaugurate the first ELI Academic Advisory 
Board, invitations to campus have been extended to and accepted by Prof Alastair 
Pennycook (University of Technology Sydney), Prof Elana Shohamy (Tel Aviv University & 
City University of New York), and Dr Phillip Towndrow (Nanyang Technological University 
- National Institute of Education, Singapore). These highly esteemed scholars will be with 
us concurrently, from December 6 (Tuesday) until December 10 (Saturday). Each of our 
international guests will present a public lecture during that week, and the visits will 
conclude with an open panel discussion featuring all three. Time for individual and small-
group consultations with Dr Pennycook, Dr Shohamy, and Dr Towndrow will also be made 
available. (Links to the visitors' respective faculty pages are supplied below. More 
information on the talks and panel discussion will be provided in due course.)  

Considering also Prof Jo Mynard's exciting announcement of the forthcoming visit by Prof 
Reinders, this promises to be an exciting and stimulating semester indeed! 

Again, more information to follow. 

Best regards, 

Mark 

https://www.uts.edu.au/staff/alastair.pennycook 

http://www.elana-shohamy.co.il/ 

http://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/towndrow-phillip-alexander 

https://www.uts.edu.au/staff/alastair.pennycook
http://www.elana-shohamy.co.il/
http://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/towndrow-phillip-alexander
https://www.uts.edu.au/staff/alastair.pennycook
http://www.elana-shohamy.co.il/
http://www.nie.edu.sg/profile/towndrow-phillip-alexander
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Mizuo Yoshino’s Conclusion for his 2016 MA 
Thesis at KUIS:
 “Moving Motivation Up Among So Called 
Low-Level Learners”

Mizuo Yoshino 
Kanda University of International Studies, Japan

This research was planned to help students with low motivation to become better learners in classrooms with 
better pedagogical practices. Based on a variety of motivation theories, feasible practices have been 
introduced into my low-level public high school classrooms. I have learned a number of things:

1. Creating supportive after-school lessons helps nurture students’ motivation. Although after-school 
lessons need cooperation and understanding among teachers and volunteers, they are worth trying. 

2. The effects of volunteers should never be underestimated. These lessons give a sense of 
satisfaction to students who help. 

3. Providing a comfortable, encouraging, and inviting climate in the classrooms can enhance students’ 
participation more than teachers expect. 

4. Sharing goals with students and understanding what students are learning help teachers figure out 
what is going on in students’ learning lives. This information can give hints to teachers on how to shape their 
next lessons and can show a student’s learning history. This makes for student-centered learning.

5. The exit slip is simple and easy to use in the classroom. 

6. Relating materials and learnings to students’ everyday lives or interests is helpful to involve students 
in activities. Regular demotivated students will surprise teachers with their enthusiasm. This is furthering and 
deepening student-centered learning. 

Moving motivation up is possible with a little courage to try new things and risk making mistakes. Nobody 
knows for sure what is going to happen in his or her classroom because each class is unique; however, a bit 
more courage makes changes in classrooms. As Fanslow  (1987) writes, small changes have big impacts in 
teaching: “Try the opposite.” Even though there are things schools alone cannot solve, teachers can move 
motivations up with their own courageous innovations.
The students in this research are what they call “low-level learners.” This does not necessarily mean that 
they cannot become motivated, autonomous learners. It is possible that they are not low-level but that they 
have just been marginalized by school systems which have not helped them to feel that they belong, that 
they are intelligent, and that they can have bright futures. Teachers themselves must believe these things in 
order to change students.  

(Full thesis available from the author at yoshiomizuo@hotmail.com)
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NB: On the Exit slip, students are asked to write the new knowledge that they acquired in the day’s lesson, 
what they would like to learn in the next one and so on. In this way, students can express their opinions 
about the class, and take some control over the class, which eventually invites them to the locus of the 
learning. In the next lesson, the Exit slips are returned with some comments from the teacher. (for a more 
elaborate “exit slip” procedures google “action logs Murphey”) 

BIO

Mizuo Yoshino has been an English teacher at a public high school in
Kanagawa for more than 20 years. He also has experience teaching at a school for handicapped children. 
His research interests include L2 motivation, pragmatics, and testing. He got his MA in TESOL from Kanda 
University in 2016.
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