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Editors Note: This is an update of an article from 
two issues back (# 14) by Tania Convertini  Italian 
Professor at Dartmouth University. Research/
teaching never ends. Article updates should be 
more common. The PeerSpectives editors 
encourage authors to send us updates of their 
work.  

“You have learned Italian. Now it’s time to spread 
the fun and teach it to someone on campus.” This 
was the unusual term-long project that the students 
of Italian 3 in Spring 2015 were asked to complete. 
When I first announced it, there were mixed 
reactions. Some students were genuinely excited 
about the idea of sharing their knowledge of Italian 
and having the opportunity to teach what they had 
learned. Others were less enthusiastic: “I don’t 
know enough Italian to teach it.   I am here to learn 
anyhow, so why should I teach?”. 

 “Why” is always a good question to ask but I was 
not sure I had a simple answer to offer. I shared 
with my students some of the benefits of teaching 
others (easier memorization and recall of the 
subject, for example), but I also needed to be 
honest with them. I was excited about the new 
project; I knew that there was a community out 
there willing to learn Italian, and that my students 
could learn something by teaching it, and I hoped 
they could have fun doing it. Other than that, it was 
the first time I proposed the project, and I was 
hoping for them to help me answer some of the 
questions. And they did.
 
The Free Italian Fun project was all about shifting 
perspectives. Not only did it offer students the 
opportunity to take their learning experience 
outside of the classroom by interacting with the 
community; it also made them look at language 
learning from a different angle. From their several 
reports, in-class presentations and reflections it 

was clear that teaching changed the way they 
looked at themselves as learners. They had 
become more understanding of the process and 
more aware of the strategies. For example, they 
learned to slow down when their learning partners 
did not understand the material, and they also 
learned to give more examples or more 
feedback.   Teaching what they learned raised their 
awareness of motivation encouraging them to 
create lessons with real life connections and 
applications. They discovered the need for 
enjoyment, and how space and environment can 
influence the way we learn; they slowly became 
agents in control of factors influencing language 
learning, the same factors that they had 
experienced themselves.
 
While teaching Italian culture, grammar or useful 
phrases, students were not just mastering their 
proficiency at a whole new level. They were 
reflecting on their learning habits; they were gaining 
self-confidence as well as developing self-esteem, 
self- direction and a new concept of learning-self. 
The same students who, at the beginning of the 
course had told me: “I don’t know enough Italian to 
teach it,” in their final reflection noted the sense of 
e m p o w e r m e n t t h e y d e r i v e d f r o m 
teaching.    Everyone dove deep into the project, 
having fun, yet being rigorous in their academic 
endeavor. While they were enjoying the new 
challenge, they also worked hard on their tasks, 
often going above and beyond what was required 
and making sure to be prepared for their lessons by 
reviewing old topics and learning new ones. 
 
From the Interaction with learning partners on 
campus from different backgrounds and with 
different interests, students learned how to create a 
lesson that would meet the learners' needs. They 
learned to be flexible, without losing sight of the 
goals. They shared with the rest of the class their 
progress, challenges, and accomplishments, 
thereby learning from each other.   Most of all, they 
learned about themselves and their potential as 
learners and tutors. One of my students described 
his role in the class project using the analogy of the 
sports coach: you need to have the knowledge of 
the sport, but you also need to be a good motivator 
and a good communicator; you need to be 
prepared with the right strategies and practices and 
need to be patient and open minded. And don't 
forget planning and organization.   All of these in 
Italian, of course! The project will be up and 
running again in Spring 2016. Be ready for it if you 
want to learn Italian (or teach it).
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