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Madoka Hammine 
starts her PhD in 
Finland
Interviewed by Tim Murphey 

I was fortunate to meet Madoka Hammine- sensei, 
a high school English teacher at  several  of my 
presentations for Nagoya University of Foreign 
Studies this last year while she was teaching 
English at a high school in the area. I was even 
more lucky to literally cross paths in Helsinki 
(Finland) on September first (2015) and talk to her 
over a coffee as she was headed north to start her 
PhD in the far north at the University of Lapland 
and I was headed south for a conference 
presentation in Switzerland.

Hammine-sensei comes from the small island 
"Ishigaki" off the west coast of Okinawa where they 
have  the indigenous language called Ryukyuan 
(Yaeyama) of which there are about 5 or 6 varieties 
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but to date not much of a uniformed writing system. 
Hammine-sensei's goal for her PhD is to find ways 
to strengthen the language and save it from 
extinction. Thus, she wants to study how others are 
saving endangered  languages like the Finns with 
their Sami speakers in the far north.

Hammine is receiving a Finnish scholarship for the 
beginning years of her studies and looks forward to 
working  on her research in the field of 
multilingualism and language education in both 
Finnish and Japanese contexts. She is also looking 
forward to attending an internship in ECMI 
(European Centre for Minority Issues)    in 
Flensburg, Germany from this November, 2015.

She spent 2 years as a scholarship student funded 
by the Japanese government  in Minnisota, USA 
when she was in  high  school in her home 
prefecture, Okinawa.   She got her MA in TESOL 
at  the University of Edinburgh in the UK in 2013. 
She is looking forward to a great adventure, 
combined with a good deal of academic work!

Reviews:

The EUROCALL 
Conference 2015 – 
Critical CALL
Danielle Fischer 

Introduction: 
This summer, for the first time, I attended a 

EUROCALL conference. I thought of the kinds of 
things I like to know before attending a conference 
to help me decide on my criteria for review. The 
categories are: convenience of location, registration 
process, information & organization, conference 
content, networking and special events. I’d like to 
note that the content of this review is strictly my 
personal review as a language teaching 
professional and it does not reflect Peerspective’s 
impression of the conference.  That being said, I 
hope this information will be useful to language 
professionals to help them choose which 
conferences to attend in the future. 

Overview of EUROCALL: 

EUROCALL is a Computer Assisted Language 
Learning – themed organization that holds an 
annual conference in a European country every 
August or September. Their main publication is a 
refereed journal published three times a year, 
called ReCALL. They also have an additional online 
publication called EUROCALL Review. This year 
marked the 22nd conference, which was held in Italy 
for the first time. 

Convenience of Location: 

This year’s conference was held in Padova, 
(Padua) Italy. It’s a famous university town that 
houses one of Italy’s largest and oldest universities, 
the University of Padova, which was established in 
1222. The city itself was gorgeous and historical 
but since it is shadowed by Venice, which is only a 
25 minute train ride away, it didn’t seem to get as 
many tourists. Consequently, I could book a hotel 
room near the conference at a reasonable price. 
The city was also small enough and the location of 
the conference central enough, that I didn’t have to 
worry too much about the location of the hotels that 
I was looking at while trying to make a booking. It 
was also easy to find restaurants that catered to 
the locals at uninflated prices. Lastly, it was very 
easy to get to the city by a 40 minute bus ride from 
Marco Polo airport. The bus dropped me off right 
out front the train station terminal and from there I 
could walk virtually anywhere in the city in about 30 
minutes. I mention all these things about lodging 
and food because I have had conference 
experiences in the past where it seemed the 
organizers prioritized an attractive site seeing place 
over other more practical considerations. I feel that 
the organizers of EUROCALL 2015 thought 
carefully about a location that would be enticing for 
attendees, but still practical for them in a way that 
did not compromise the integrity of the conference. 
Despite all these perks, I understand that it can still 
be quite expensive to access this conference from 
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