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Madoka Hammine 
starts her PhD in 
Finland
Interviewed by Tim Murphey 

I was fortunate to meet Madoka Hammine- sensei, 
a high school English teacher at  several  of my 
presentations for Nagoya University of Foreign 
Studies this last year while she was teaching 
English at a high school in the area. I was even 
more lucky to literally cross paths in Helsinki 
(Finland) on September first (2015) and talk to her 
over a coffee as she was headed north to start her 
PhD in the far north at the University of Lapland 
and I was headed south for a conference 
presentation in Switzerland.

Hammine-sensei comes from the small island 
"Ishigaki" off the west coast of Okinawa where they 
have  the indigenous language called Ryukyuan 
(Yaeyama) of which there are about 5 or 6 varieties 

�9



PeerSpectives Issue 15, Autumn 2015                ISSN 2187-1191 

but to date not much of a uniformed writing system. 
Hammine-sensei's goal for her PhD is to find ways 
to strengthen the language and save it from 
extinction. Thus, she wants to study how others are 
saving endangered  languages like the Finns with 
their Sami speakers in the far north.

Hammine is receiving a Finnish scholarship for the 
beginning years of her studies and looks forward to 
working  on her research in the field of 
multilingualism and language education in both 
Finnish and Japanese contexts. She is also looking 
forward to attending an internship in ECMI 
(European Centre for Minority Issues)    in 
Flensburg, Germany from this November, 2015.

She spent 2 years as a scholarship student funded 
by the Japanese government  in Minnisota, USA 
when she was in  high  school in her home 
prefecture, Okinawa.   She got her MA in TESOL 
at  the University of Edinburgh in the UK in 2013. 
She is looking forward to a great adventure, 
combined with a good deal of academic work!

Reviews:

The EUROCALL 
Conference 2015 – 
Critical CALL
Danielle Fischer 

Introduction: 
This summer, for the first time, I attended a 

EUROCALL conference. I thought of the kinds of 
things I like to know before attending a conference 
to help me decide on my criteria for review. The 
categories are: convenience of location, registration 
process, information & organization, conference 
content, networking and special events. I’d like to 
note that the content of this review is strictly my 
personal review as a language teaching 
professional and it does not reflect Peerspective’s 
impression of the conference.  That being said, I 
hope this information will be useful to language 
professionals to help them choose which 
conferences to attend in the future. 

Overview of EUROCALL: 

EUROCALL is a Computer Assisted Language 
Learning – themed organization that holds an 
annual conference in a European country every 
August or September. Their main publication is a 
refereed journal published three times a year, 
called ReCALL. They also have an additional online 
publication called EUROCALL Review. This year 
marked the 22nd conference, which was held in Italy 
for the first time. 

Convenience of Location: 

This year’s conference was held in Padova, 
(Padua) Italy. It’s a famous university town that 
houses one of Italy’s largest and oldest universities, 
the University of Padova, which was established in 
1222. The city itself was gorgeous and historical 
but since it is shadowed by Venice, which is only a 
25 minute train ride away, it didn’t seem to get as 
many tourists. Consequently, I could book a hotel 
room near the conference at a reasonable price. 
The city was also small enough and the location of 
the conference central enough, that I didn’t have to 
worry too much about the location of the hotels that 
I was looking at while trying to make a booking. It 
was also easy to find restaurants that catered to 
the locals at uninflated prices. Lastly, it was very 
easy to get to the city by a 40 minute bus ride from 
Marco Polo airport. The bus dropped me off right 
out front the train station terminal and from there I 
could walk virtually anywhere in the city in about 30 
minutes. I mention all these things about lodging 
and food because I have had conference 
experiences in the past where it seemed the 
organizers prioritized an attractive site seeing place 
over other more practical considerations. I feel that 
the organizers of EUROCALL 2015 thought 
carefully about a location that would be enticing for 
attendees, but still practical for them in a way that 
did not compromise the integrity of the conference. 
Despite all these perks, I understand that it can still 
be quite expensive to access this conference from 
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places outside of Europe. For those who wish to 
“attend” the conference without actually being 
there, there is a Virtual Strand to the conference 
that has existed since 2006. I don’t know all the 
details of how this works, but the main feature is 
live coverage of the plenary presentations through 
blogs and live streams.     

Registration Process: 
Unlike some other conferences I have been to, it 
was necessary to have a membership to 
EUROCALL or some other partner organizations in 
order to attend the conference. I had to purchase 
membership and then wait about 48 hours for a 
confirmation email at which point I was given 
membership ID information which I needed to 
register for the conference. EUROCALL recognizes 
CALICO, JALTCALL and IALLT as partner 
organizations and so members of those groups do 
not need to become a member of EUROCALL to 
attend, they just need to enter their ID numbers on 
the registration form. At the time of writing, the 
membership fee was 90 Euros a year and the 
conference registration was 315 Euros early bird or 
390 euros after. PhD students can receive a 100 
euro discount if they provide proof of enrollment. In 
general, I find these conferences to be a bit on the 
expensive side, especially when considering the 
average TESOL teacher’s salary, but the fees for 
EUROCALL are not exceptional compared to other 
TESOL based conferences. In terms of deadlines 
and communication, I was notified of my 
acceptance 4 months before the date of the 
conference, so I had plenty of time to book my flight 
and hotels to avoid price hikes or unavailability. 
Early bird registration was initially offered for a 
range of time a little over a month after notification 
of acceptance and then extended for 2 more 
weeks.    

Information & Organization: 
Like any good conference, both the website and 
the conference booklet were clearly organized and 
informative. In addition to the useful conference 
related details, it included information on night 
pharmacies in case of an emergency, public 
transportation, and even tipping etiquette. The 
maps for navigating around the campus and to and 
from it were also exceptionally good. Volunteer staff 
members were located where they were needed 
and were competent and informative when asked 
questions. My only real issue with the organization 
of the conference was the location and setup of the 
poster sessions. I myself was presenting a poster. 
As the weather was nice, they set our poster 
boards on a terrace outside. Although there was a 

roof over us, the session was held at the hottest 
part of the day between 12:30 – 2:00. The sun 
shone down on an angle and was baking half the 
presenters. We were proactive and moved the 
boards further into the center of the terrace but 
there was only so much we could do. Some of us 
ended up presenting while wearing sun glasses. As 
a result of the heat, all but two people left their post 
before the designated time. I ended up having to go 
back to my hotel and lay down for a bit. In fairness, 
I think the intentions of putting us there were good. 
It was a sunny day, the campus was scenic, and 
we were set up right by the wine and other 
refreshments, which may have been to encourage 
more people to visit us on their way to lunch. 
Unfortunately, summer in Italy is just too hot to 
present outside. 

Conference Content: 
This was my first large scale CALL based 
conference to attend, so I don’t have much to draw 
on for comparison. However, I was impressed by 
the variation of topics within CALL. This year’s 
theme was Critical Call and so each presenter was 
asked to both review and possibly reevaluate the 
goals and successes of their application of CALL. 
The three Keynote speakers included Robert 
O’Dowd, who critically reviewed the approach and 
effectiveness of telecollaboration within the 
changing environments of language teaching; Sian 
B a y n e ’ s l e c t u r e e n c o u r a g e d l a n g u a g e 
professionals to start focusing more on what they 
want from technology when making a decision of 
what and how to use it, rather than just using what 
is known to be effective, and Lynn Mario T 
Menezes de Souza presented a more philosophical 
theme, referencing contemporary thinkers and the 
concept that technology throughout the ages has 
been a necessary complement to the “essence” of 
humanity. In a word, we create and seek out 
technology because we are by our natural design, 
incomplete without it. He urges, however, that 
taking this theory into consideration, we critically 
evaluate one current use of technology: digital 
media in education. The three key note speakers 
when taken together provided an interesting and 
electric mix of approaches to CALL. 
 The sessions of the conference were 
subcategorized into various topics such as 
reflective practice, course design, gaming and 
virtual worlds, online testing and teacher education, 
just to name a few. What I liked most about the 
organization was that they tried their best to assign 
a particular room to a particular category for the 
duration of the day. In this way, if I wanted to attend 
multiple presentations on, for example, online 
testing, I could just plop myself down in a seat in 
Room 3F and view all the presentations connected 
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to that topic for the day. As presentations on the 
same topic were not occurring at the same time, I 
was assured to not have to choose between two or 
more that I wanted to see. Furthermore, I didn’t 
have to get up and rush around to a different room 
or floor. The rooms were big enough so that no 
presentation was too crowded and furniture was 
arranged so that you could come in late without 
disturbing the audience or presenter. Latecomers 
were inevitable because the time schedule was set 
to have the next set of presentations begin at the 
same time the previous ones ended. As for the 
poster sessions, they were fewer than I have seen 
at other conferences but in some ways this was 
good because the space was not crowded and I 
didn’t feel anyone had to raise their voice to be 
heard over other presenters. A surprising number of 
presenters were not at their poster during the 
designated timeframe. While I realize this has less 
to do with the conference’s organization and more 
to do with individual presenters’ commitments, their 
absences may also have been related to the 
location and set up of the posters, which I 
commented on earlier in this review. 

Networking and Special Events: 
Perhaps we were all positively influenced by the 
beauty and tranquility of Padova itself, but the 
special events and networking opportunities at this 
EUROCALL were the best I’ve experienced at a 
conference so far. One interesting thing to note is 
the large portion of presenters coming from Japan. 
I met up with many people who were reaching 
outside the box of teaching in Japan to make sure 
they kept abreast of what was going on in the rest 
of the world. We could relate to each other, bounce 
ideas around, and possibly meet up again when 
returning to our home institutions. But my personal 
preferences aside, the events themselves were 
pleasant, well organized, and well stocked with 
food and drink. There were two main events that 
came free with the price of the conference 
registration: the Welcome Reception and the Wine, 
Cheese and Jazz Night. The welcome reception 
was in a beautiful hall of some kind within the 
psychology building. There was plenty of space to 
move around and there were long tables along 
three walls of the building where caterers served us 
an assortment of cheeses and sliced meats.  There 
was also, of course, wine and champagne and 
there was plenty of everything to go around for 
seconds and thirds. The atmosphere was the 
perfect mix of friendly and professional and the 
event lasted for an hour and a half. The next 
evening, the wine cheese and jazz event took place 
outdoors in the same fateful area where the poster 
presenters almost perished under the blazing sun. 
However, at this point, it was evening and the 

weather was perfect; So was the food, wine and 
live jazz performance.  It was also nice to have this 
second event as a freebie.     
 Overall, I had a very pleasant and 
professionally enriching time at the EUROCALL 
conference 2015. Next year’s conference will be in 
Cyprus and the theme is “CALL Communities and 
Culture”. Needless to say, I’ve marked it on my 
calendar. 

Good Whatevers! 
The "Good" 
Revolution and 
Reciprocal Idealizing  
Reflections on Simon 
Anholt's Good 
Country Stats and 
TEDtalks
Tim Murphey 

Good Countries!
Simon Anholt's TEDtalk in June of 2014 introduces 
the idea of "good countries." Anholt and his 
research team looked at databases from the United 
N a t i o n s , Wo r l d B a n k , U N E S C O , t h e 
International Trade Centre, WIPO, Freedom 
House, Global Footprint network, etc. and rated 
all the countries in the world on their "goodness" 
toward others and toward a healthy planet (go to 
goodcountry.org and you can see it all). Positive 
goodness in their terms is being a good neighbor to 
other countries and to the global community: like 
giving foreign aid, allowing in refugees and 
immigrants (per capita), reducing pollution (CO2), 
spending money on the welfare and education of 
their people, the freedom of the press, citizen 
privacy, and not waging war and selling arms to 
other countries. Anholt admits that you can contest 
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