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[Journal entry for June 30] After reading, "The 

L2 Passionate Interactional Imperative (for short 
The L2 Pie): It's Hot or It's Not" found at http://
sisaljournal.org/ (Current Issue), I naturally 
thought of our classes in the 3rd grade of 8 years 
olds in elementary school. They are now doing a 

content-based unit on insects. The unit is about 
8 hours long in total. At this stage they are 
preparing quizzes in English for their friends. For 
example, “Where are the ears on a 
cricket?” (answer later) And one of the final 

classes will be an open house study presentation 
class for teachers to observe.

Until now the kids have been learning about 
insects and the language used to talk about 

them; where they live, what they eat, and how 
many stages they go through. The original 
quizzes they make along with the English for 
questions and answers are based on what they 
have read in books by themselves.  They will also 

recycle all the previous insect information they 
have learned.

Today we brought in one 3rd grade class that has 
finished making their quizzes and has experience 

in giving their quizzes to each other. They are 
just a bit ahead of the other class. Not experts 
either but further along. Imagine 70 insect 

explorers and experts. The other class has yet to 

reach this stage and has not prepared for the 
quizzes. But they will soon do the same activity 
in their own class. Also, one homeroom teacher 
has experience doing the lesson for the past 2 
years; the other teacher is new to the insect unit 

like her students.

So the 'pie bakers' [experienced students who 
had previously done the activities] helped the 
'soon-to-be pie bakers' learn about how to give 

the quiz, draw the quiz cards, give hints to help 
in understanding, and how to do all this in 
English. The 'soon-to-be pie bakers' had fun 
experiencing the variety of quizzes, one to one. 
They moved around from desk island to island at 

their own pace, taking quiz after quiz. The 
bakers also asked, ‘what do you think about my 
quiz?’ to get feedback on whether the 
information was new or surprising or that the 
quiz needed more work. Playing the game to 

learn how to play the game. What a grand time 
they all had. 

And the spoken follow-up comments (in the L1, 
Japanese) at the end of class by the kids from 

the 2 groups of 8 year-olds were something! 

Bakers-to-be:

' I want to try to make a good quiz and do it in 

English like the 3-3 class'.

'You have to speak loud and clear to be 
understood'

'The (bakers) were so easy to understand and 
their quizzes were really interesting.
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Bakers:

It was a little difficult but it was fun.

I was happy that everyone could understand my 
quiz.

'I could see how important pointing (to pictures) 
and using the quiz card was today'.

And the best one from one of the bakers 

(certainly a teacher-to-be), 'You're not there yet, 
but you will be with a little more practice'.

The class was like a group “flow” that will 

inspire them to really want to try hard and excel 
with the insect class and the quiz, and make it 
their own. And this could be the turn around 
point in the year in which they will make leaps 
and bounds of progress that they choose 

themselves. Oh, and cricket ears. I learned they 
are on the knees.

It is such a small thing to put bakers with bakers-
to-be, just getting together to learn, and letting 

them learn from teaching and naturally 
interacting in the L2. It’s magic.
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