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Peace is a noun: we can have peace, 
enjoy peace, make it, build it, be blessed 
with it and keep it safe. War is also a 
noun: we can make war, endure war, go 
to it and be scarred by it. For peace, that 
is where the syntactic expression ends but 
war is also a verb: we war with others, 
war against drugs and on terror. War even 
seems to be a physical place, the 
destination on a roadmap, the warpath. 
News media frequently report the conflict 
of warring parties. Peace should be a verb 
too. Let’s embolden it as a present 
participle!

 
 Imagine that we “can peace”. Verb 
the noun. Shakespeare did so often and 
new words emboldened the English 
language with sparkling expression. What 
would it be like “to peace” with each 
other? With ourselves? What could it mean 
to be a peaceING party? Expressions like 
“at peace” connote resignation, even 
death. That’s not what I’m imagining! 
How about a peacepath instead, that 
connotes the Dao or the Way, a way of life 
and a life practise, much like the practise 
of Zen or the way of higher 
education? Ideals sparkle too but can be 
rather flighty. How can we ground them in 
good theory and grow strong praxis? Let 

me suggest five peacepaths: restorING, 
educatING, buildING, raisING and 
juggING. The first path, restoring, refers 
to restorative justice. This is a creative 
response to crime, “that makes the 
people affected by the crime the focus of 
the process."1 Whereas retribution deals 
exclusively with the past, restoration 
looks at the present needs of all those 
involved with a view towards the future.

Educating can take us in various 
directions. Peace education is one of 
them. There exists a global network of 
peace movements and initiatives for 
peace education, including Canadian 
Centres for Teaching Peace. CCTP 
highlights the importance of 
“peacebuilding, which tries to motivate 
students to... be peaceful.”2

I want to suggest a praxis of 
language building for peace. At the 
recent KOTESOL 2009 conference in 
Seoul, Jeannette Littlemore pointed to 
the communicative importance of 
figurative thinking, particularly the role 
of metaphor in debate and in performing 
heuristic functions. Steven Pinker uses 
the container metaphor of language, “in 
which we conceive of ideas as objects, 
sentences as containers and 
communication as a kind of sending, as 
when we say we gather our ideas to put 
them into words and if our words aren’t 
empty or hollow we might get these ideas 
across to a listener who can unpack our 
words to extract their content.”3 This 
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field of figurative thought is fertile with 
peaceING possibilities! Diane Larsen-
Freeman’s Teaching Language: From 
Grammar to Grammaring is of interest.4 
This posits grammaring as a skill, rather 
than a set of rules. Larsen-Freeman 
proposes consciousness raising, output 
practice and feedback as necessary for 
grammaring skill acquisition. To make a 
new present participle in order to express 
ourselves in a new way would show great 
skill indeed!

Raising consciousness applies also 
to things that can aid us in making peace 
and in making it a present participle. 
Karen Armstrong approaches this from a 
monotheistic perspective, giving pride of 
place to compassion – the ability to feel 
with the other.5 Bob Thurman discusses 
compassion in practical terms from a 
Buddhist perspective6 and Robert Wright 
offers a social scientific point of view, 
drawing attention to the evolutionary 
importance of nonzero sum game 
relations.7

Finally, we come to juggling. This 
is where theoretical cobwebs are 
transformed into practical high wires of 
thrill and skill at learning and teaching! 
Almost anyone can juggle. I discovered 
this a few weeks ago at the KOTESOL 2009 
conference in Seoul. I found myself 
tossing colourful juggling balls around 
during a break after simply asking a 
question. Once shown that we can all 
catch things without watching our hands, 
I tossed up the third ball and then the 
fourth, and then WOW! With success 
came praise from the teacher but before 

that came flow, inherently rewarding.8 
Next came the praise and I had to move 
some of that energy so I began teaching 
others walking past as though I knew what 
on earth I was doing. Which, of course, I 
did.

This is the quantum leap in 
teaching and learning - realizing their 
symbiosis. I trusted the feeling that I 
could teach this thing and doing so made 
me better. The kick made me want to see 
others alive and kicking. I became the 
one encouraging others but the 
mechanism was automatic. Gradually, 
automated praise gave way as I began 
enjoying my students’ success and this 
bolstered my own success at teaching as 
well as juggling. The process was like fire 
catching on with consciousness, like 
water finding least resistance with both 
eyes open.

Making juggling reachable is 
revolutionary and seductive. It leads with 
wonderful felicity to output practise for 
anyone with two hands and eyes and 
positive feedback is incarnate in the 
juggler, not to mention their audience of 
soon-to-be jugglers and juggling teachers 
and teacher-students. Anything else is a 
tweak of technique from a fellow juggler 
upstream. Perhaps the skill of grammaring 
could be called juggling buckets of 
meaning. 

I’m imagining a language of peace 
that includes a present participle. I’m 
imagining a practise of peaceING that 
includes sparkling ideals as well as 
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grounded peacepaths such as restoring, 
educating, building, raising and juggling. 
I’m warming up to the possibility of a self 
who peaces daily as a matter of course, 
not just in the mere absence of war. I’m 
talking about innovating with words to say 
what we mean and about juggling those 
buckets of meaning. Here are some such 
words:

Baking, Building, Collaborating, 
Constructing, Conversing, Dreaming, 
Dining, Devolving (authority), Enabling, 
Encouraging, Engaging, Extending, 
Feeding, Freeing, Healing, Holding, 
Hoping, Including, Innovating, Involving, 
Juggling, Kindling, Liking, Loving, 
Negotiating, Nursing, Resourcing, 
Restoring, Solving, Teaching, Warming, 
Zooming!
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