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look back in the rearview 
mirror. 

Nick Yates

I’m Nick, an Aussie who taught at KUIS for 
three years. I recently moved to teach in 
the Middle East where things are a lot 
different. When asked to write an article, 
I thought about the top 5 things I missed 
since leaving Japan and KUIS. 

#5 Japanese Rice 
It’s just not the same. There’s no other 
rice quite like Japanese rice. It’s sticky, 
easy to pick up with other food, perfect 
for chopsticks. I never thought I’d be 
saying it because rice was never 
important to my diet, but yep, I miss 
Japanese rice. I’ve had Japanese food in 
other countries and without the sticky 
rice, it’s just not the same. 

#4 Bicycles and Public Transportation
To me, there’s something alluring about 
bicycles and efficient public transport. 
Perhaps it’s the environmentalist in me. I 
loved the healthy lifestyle of riding to 
KUIS each day, a night out, and the train 
station. And the train system in Japan, 
love it! At worst, trains coming once 
every ten minutes on a suburban line. In 
the heart of Tokyo, once every two 
minutes in peak hour. You just can’t beat 
it. My only gripe was the stale B.O. smell 
mixed with cigarettes of the salaryman. 

#3 Orderliness
Ever been to China? India? The Middle 
East? Once you have, you’ll love and 
appreciate the orderliness of Japanese 
society. Everyone forms lines and waits 
their turn. Rarely do you get queue 
jumpers. I felt a little robotic when I was 
in Japan but it’s only when I would leave 
to another country that isn’t as “polite” 
that I really appreciated Japan. In China, 

we were waiting to buy train tickets in 
lines formed by solid metal railings and 
people would still attempt to jump ahead 
of us. In India, personal space was non-
existent and people would slap down 
money in front of you thinking that that 
act would mean they were in front of 
you. Here in the Middle East, it’s simply 
chaotic.

#2 Climate
Ask a foreigner and they might say Japan 
has 4 seasons. Ask a Japanese person and 
they may just throw a curve ball and 
include the cherry blossom season and 
the rainy season. Regardless, whatever 
season you like, Japan has it. Me, I loved 
March – June and late September – 
November. My absolute favorite, if I was 
living next to a snow resort area, was 
powder snow season. Every time I headed 
snowboarding I was in bliss. The Japanese 
powder snow was so lush to ride, so 
forgiving to stack on, and just so nice to 
ride. I remember snowboarding in the 
back country off the peak of Hirafu in 
Niseko, Hokkaido and it was like I was 
riding on silk. It was just so easy to carve 
a turn out in the deep powder. 

#1 KUIS Environment
Teachers: appreciate the motivated 
students at KUIS. Students: Thanks for 
being motivated! I don’t know what it is 
about KUIS students, they are fairly 
motivated and will complete a good 
majority of the work that is assigned to 
them. Maybe it’s the fact that generally 
students came to the university to study a 
foreign language which helps, perhaps it’s 
the KUIS study environment or indeed it 
could be the work ethic in the Japanese 
culture. Regardless, they’re awesome. 
Also I miss the food available at the KUIS 
cafeterias. I never thought that I would 
say it, I want a Kanda-don! When you 
really think about it, food in Japan can be 
dirt cheap and there’s really something 
for everyone. Forget about paying too 
many British pounds for a soggy deep 
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fried fish and chips, forget about that 
expensive Thai food in Sydney. Love the 
cheap Japanese food while you can.
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