
Student Teaching 
Experience: Learning Out of 
the Classroom
Tomoko Takayama

I chose my grandmother to teach. I 
taught her the song “5 ways to 
happiness”. The reason why I chose the 
song is I like the song the best. My 
grandmother is 70 years old. I thought 
that she could memorize the song easily, 
because she could use gestures. She can 
speak Japanese only, so I taught her the 
song in Japanese. She likes to sing 
songs. When I was young, she often sang 
me a lot of songs, so I chose my 
grandmother to teach.

At first, I taught her on June 2 
at 7 pm for 40 minutes. First, I sang to 
her alone and she only listened to me. I 
wanted to sing with her, but it was too 
difficult, because she could not 
memorize all of the song. Then I wrote 
the words of the song for her. We sang 
while looking the words. Next, I taught 
the gestures of the song. I sang to her 
while showing the gestures. We sang the 
song over 10 times. Finally, she could 
sing alone. She enjoyed memorizing the 
song, but it was hard for her to 
remember the melody of the song. She 
said to me “It is a little difficult.” She 
often made mistakes of the order of the 
gestures. When she was at a loss for the 
words, I showed the gesture to help. 
After I taught the song, she sang the 
melody. I thought that the song was a 
“din” in her head. She said to me “Your 
homework is interesting.” I said “I will 
test whether you can remember the 
song tomorrow.” She said, “I will 
practice a lot.” We sang in her room, so 
my grandfather was interested in it, 
too.

Next day, I went to her room at 
8 pm. When I entered her room, she 
said, “I can sing already.” She could sing 
completely, so we sang together 
joyfully. Next day, I sang with her in the 

morning and evening. She really enjoyed 
it. She said, “I am always singing the 
song softly.”

I really enjoyed teaching. First, 
it was hard for me to sing the song in 
Japanese, because we always sing it in 
English. 

There is a recreation facility 
for elderly people near my house. She 
said that a lot of elderly people sing 
there. They like Karaoke so much. I 
thought that singing is so important. We 
talked a lot about singing. Perhaps, she 
already knew that affirmation songs 
make us happy before I taught it to her. 
I learned a lot from her. This homework 
was very useful for me.
***********************************
The above story is excerpted from the 
following class publication.

Yann Martel 
Sending Books to Canadian 
Prime Minister 

Canadian author of The Life of 
Pi (2002) and Beatrice and Virgil (2010). 
From an interview with Stephan Moss, 
for the Guardian, UK. Tuesday 22 June 
2010) 

“For the last three years Martel 
has been sending fortnightly letters and 
books to the Canadian prime minister 
Stephen Harper – an attempt to educate 
him in the ways of great literature. 
Martel was prompted to act as a literary 
godfather when Harper cited the 
Guinness Book of Records as his 
favourite book, and by his failure to 
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recognize the importance of the arts 
generally. 

Martel says in the interview 
that “I’m doing it to point out that 
literature’s not just entertainment…It is 
an essential tool to look at the human 
condition. I don’t care if fellow citizens 
read or not; it’s not up to me to say how 
people should live their lives. But I 
believe people who lead should read.”  
When talking of Harper, Martel says “He 
lacks empathy because he hasn’t read 
literature. If literature does one thing, 
it make you more empathetic by making 
you live other lives and feel the pain of 
others. Ideologues don’t feel the pain of 
others because they haven’t 
imaginatively got under their skins.”

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
books/2010/jun/22/yann-martel-life-of-
pi-holocaust?CMP=twt_gu

Also a “must see” for 10 minutes about 
Mirror Neurons

See Ramachandran TED.com (Just 
google “mirror neurons”)

Where anthropology meets neuroscience 
and empathy!

No Grading, More Learning 

Commented on: TOMORROW'S PROFESSOR(sm) eMAIL NEWSLETTER
When Duke University's Cathy Davidson announced her grading plan [http://
www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/08/03/grading] for a seminar she would be 
offering this semester, she attracted attention nationwide. Some professors cheered, 
others tut-tutted, and others asked "Can she do that?"

Her plan? Turn over grading to the students in the course, and get out of the grading 
business herself. Now that the course is finished, Davidson is giving an A+ to the 
concept. "It was spectacular, far exceeding my expectations," she said. "It would take a 
lot to get me back to a conventional form of grading ever again."

The Link Between Teaching and Research –Does it Exist?
From:  Tomorrows-Professor email-NEWSLETTER
TP Msg. #1037 
 
If university administrators were being honest, they would state that they need massive 
amounts of external research funding to function, and while teaching also matters, the 
main determinant of a faculty member's value to them is scholarly achievement. No 
administrator would dare say that publicly, though, since to many stakeholders-parents, 
potential and current students, alumni, donors, and legislatures-education is more 
important than research. The chancellor of a university that proclaimed teaching to be 
of secondary importance would have to face some hard and unwelcome questions.

Reference
Prince, M.J., Felder, R.M., & Brent, R. (2007). Does faculty research improve 
undergraduate teaching? An analysis of existing and potential synergies. Journal of 
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Engineering Education, 96(4), 283-294.
<http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-public/Papers/Teaching-Research(JEE).pdf >.

Have a great summer!
NOTE: Anyone can SUBSCRIBE to the 

Tomorrows-Professor Mailing List by going to: https://mailman.stanford.edu/mailman/
listinfo/tomorrows-professor
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