
Note from the editor Tim Murphey: For the last two years I have taken KUIS 
classes to IDE-JETRO for free tours and each time students have been in awe. Just 
a few blocks east of Carrefour, this world-class library is open to the public and a 
great resource for our students. Below Hiroe Kato a third year Kanda student 
reports on the library and school. After Hiroe, Koko Kato gives us an ex-student’s 
view of the school and the possibilities for KUIS students to study there. Other 
KUIS teachers have also begun taking their classes there for visits. It is especially 
relevant to IC and ILC groups.

IDE-JETRO 

 “One must go abroad to hear of 
home”
Hiroe Kato

IDE-JETRO stands for Institute of 
Developing Economies-Japan 
External Trade Organization. It is 
located in a huge building two blocks 
east of Carrefour in Kaihin-Makuhari, 
a 20-minute walk from KUIS! This 
library-school-foundation provides 
various kinds of information and 
services to the public to promote 
better understanding of the ways of 
supporting developing countries. How 
does it work? Let’s check it out!

     
Library

This big four-story modern beautiful 
library in IDE-JETRO has a lots of 
materials to read such as academic 
papers, vernacular publications, and 
newspapers from Asia, Middle East, 
Africa, Latin America, Oceania, and 
East Europe. In fact, they have the 
largest collection of materials on 
developing countries in Japan, with 
two huge collections concerning 
China and Korea on the fourth floor, 
mostly in Chinese and Korean. The 
topics are mainly concerned with 
economics, politics, and social issues 
of developing areas. Most of the 
readings are available to everyone 
for free. The library is really clean, 
unique, and comfortable. Basically, 
users are allowed to bring only their 

tools of writing in and other things 
are left in lockers at the entrance.

There are convenient computers that 
have Online Public Access Catalog 
(OPAC), so you can search for 
readings by yourself. Furthermore, 
there are expert librarians for each 
area who are very helpful! If you 
have questions about particular 
areas, you can ask how to search and 
find relevant materials related to 
your research. You can ask them at 
the counter or by calling, FAX, and e-
mail (PHONE: 043-299-9716, FAX: 
043-299-9734, E-mail: 
alislib@ide.go.jp). They help 
beginning students a lot. Also there 
are many tables and chairs for 
reading and users can bring their own 
computers in there, and they can 
study as a group with readings from 
the library in a big room. This is such 
a great place to do research and 
study with books! 

The materials provide a good 
opportunity for us to think about 
what is going on in the world now. 
Most of the students in KUIS would be 
excited to use the materials in the 
languages that they major: Thai, 
Vietnamese, Indonesian, Chinese, 
Korean, etc. Also, those who wish to 
contribute to the development of 
other countries and research 
particular areas, it is a great 
resource.  

I recommend that teachers take 
students for a library tour because it 
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might be scary for students to go 
there alone at first. But once you 
have been, you really want to return 
and study there. The huge library 
without a guide for their first time 
can be intimidating. Tim Murphey 
took two classes there this fall 
semester 2008 and again in May 
students had great things to say 
about it: “There were soooooo many 
books!” “They had books in Arabic!” 
“I will go there again.” “The fountain 
was so cool.”

Information of IDE library Open 
Hours:
10:00am-6:00pm on Monday-Friday
10:00am-5:30pm on 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays
Closed: 2nd, 4th and 5th Saturdays, 
Sundays, national holidays, the last 
working day of every month, year-
end and New Year holidays.

IDEAS
IDEAS stands for Institute of 
Developing Economies Advanced 
School. IDEAS trains development 
experts for the world. According to 
their brochure, IDEAS has two 
different programs, one for Japanese 
(two-year program; the first year for 
Diploma in Development Studies and 
the second year a Master degree) and 
another for overseas’ government 
officials (a six-month program). 
During the six months, many of the 
classes are for both groups. For 
Japanese, the first year counts as the 
first year toward an MA in many 
schools. Applicants should have 
graduated from a four year 
university, and have skill in English 
because the lectures are conducted 
in English. Students research mainly 
the process of a community, country, 
or region’s development and the 
solutions to existing problems. Also 
the students are expected to 
understand deeply how they can help 
developing countries. Through the 

lectures and fieldwork, IDEAS wants 
to create practical experts.

Conclusion
How many people know about this 
wonderful place? I interviewed some 
of my friends who went to this place 
in their class tour, and most of the 
people did not know about it even 
though it is really close to our 
university. It is really unknown and 
under-used. However, they also said 
they became interested in 
researching the many countries 
represented at IDE-JETRO. We can 
gain knowledge, expand our view, 
and understand the world better by 
simply walking in. In addition, it is 
good for students who are wondering 
about their future because this place 
tells us how many people are needed 
in developing areas. So I think that 
IDE-JETRO could be the first step to 
the world for many of us.

Information of IDE-JETRO
Institute of developing Economies, 
Japan External Trade Organization 
(IDE-JETRO)
Wakaba 3-2-2, Mihamaku, Chiba 
Prefecture, 261-8545
Phone: 043-299-950FAX: 043-299-9724   
Web site: http://www.idea.go.jp/ 
E-mail: info@ide.go.jp

Greetings from Jordan! 
Koko Kato
(IDEAS graduate, MA graduate of the 
University of London, now working in 
Jordan)

I just started my new life here in 
Amman working with Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) 
called Children Without Borders 
(KnK) in March 2009. I am going to 
support children and youth refugees 
from Iraq at the Youth Centre. 
Looking back on my career, I could 
say IDEAS led me to this career path 
in international development.
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Studying at IDEAS (after 
obtaining a BA) is a good start toward 
working professionally in the field of 
international development. In 
particular, for those who have not 
studied the field, the courses at the 
institute give a comprehensive way 
of seeing development issues. 
Furthermore, these courses enabled 
me to prepare well for graduate 
school. I believe what I learned from 
the courses will also help me work as 
a professional program officer in 
Jordan, who understands dynamically 
changing situations and how to act 
flexibly and responsibly. 

While I was poor and sleep-deprived 
much of the time, I was immensely 
rich in social capital, classmates who 
helped me understand the ways of 
the world. With sterling classmates, 
who I will remember forever as my 
great role models, wonderful 
teachers, who made us dream of 
economics and statistics, and an 
inspiring environment rich in 
discussion, I never learned so much 
in such a short time in my life. 

So, for Kanda students, I want to say 
that IDEAS is a fantastic program that 
nourishes those who want to invest 
themselves completely in the rigors 
of understanding complex 
development issues that can improve 
the world.  I hope you achieve your 
dreams of graduating from KUIS, and 
are able to “Be the change you wish 
to see in the world!” (as Gandhi said)

• If you have any further question 
about IDEAS, please let me know 
by email; flacon16@hotmail.com

• If you are interested in studying 
about the field of international 
deve lopment, a course on 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C oop e r a t i o n 
sponsored by the Japan National 
Committee  for UNICEF is also 
worth of attending. Please have a 
look at the homepage; http://

w w w. u n i c e f . o r. j p / i n t e r /
inter_kouza.html

• Also, you could work with the 
UNICEF field office as an intern. 
For further details go to: http://
w w w. u n i c e f . o r. j p / i n t e r /
inter_haken.html
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