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Go Ogle, or  
‘Why I Had to Let My Spell-Check Win at Least Once’ 
Matt Schaefer 
Nagoya University of Foreign Studies 

Google the company was named after the cardinal number googol (one 
followed by a hundred zeroes, or 10100), presumably to reference the vast 
number of calculations that go into a google search, but also because it sounds 
funny. The word googol is said to have been coined by Milton, the nine-year-old 
nephew of Edward Kasner (1878-1955), an American mathematician, upon 
request. Presumably, it went something like this: 
  

Edward: Say, Milton, I’ve just 
started using this really, 
really big number in some of 
my new calculations. It’s sure 
got a lot of zeroes in it, so 
I’m tired of saying it’s full 
name. Can you think of a 
short, catchy word that I can 
call it instead? 
Milton: Grekjfgddfjlr. 
Edward: “Googol” it is! 

   
My own theory is that the word 
actually looks like a bunch of zeroes 
lined up, although I don’t know why 
the ‘l’, which looks like the number 
one (1) is at the end. I would’ve 
gone with lgoogo, but I guess that’s 
why nobody asks me to make-up 
names for huge numbers. 

  
The word googol also led to the 
coinage of a googolplex, which is 
ten to the power of a googol 
(10googol). We can only wait for the 
opening of the first Googleplex, in 
which audiences watch someone run 
searches for old high school friends 
on a big screen before giving up and 
checking out that YouTube video of 
the two otters holding hands. 
  

A quick bit of googling turned up 
googles, googled, and googling, 
unsurprisingly, but the affixation 
rarely extends beyond inflectional 
morphemes of the basic verb form. 
We’re still waiting for googlement, 
googlization, googleability, 
googlification, googlism, and 
googlitis not to mention degoogle, 
undergoogle, overgoogle, 
pregoogle, non-google, re-google, 
ungoogle, ex-google, bi-google, and 
of course 
antidisgooglementarianism. 
Interestingly, one new word that 
has gained usage, at least in my 
home, is 
inordinatafactumcircarophobia, i.e. 
‘a fear of googling’, but that 
doesn’t even have the word google 
in it! 
  
Finally, the first compound based on 
the word to actually make it into 
the dictionary back in 2006 was 
google-bombing, which means ‘the 
activity of designing Internet links 
that will bias search engine results 
so as to create an inaccurate 
impression of the search target’, 
but who the hell is ever going to use 
that? 

 
 


