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Campus Wide Free Universal Wi-Fi  
Joachim Castellano  
Kanda University of International Studies 
 
Opinion-Editorial 
Light. If you were an aspiring Buddhist monk in Mount Koya about one thousand 
years ago, light determined how much you could learn. Sunlight and candles, 
which were very expensive then, governed the students’ reading and writing 
time. “There would have been the master with one light and a book, and 
you’re …physically in the dark.” Dreitlein Sensei of the Rengejoin Temple 
informed me in 2007, on assignment for AfterEd.tv, reporting on the changes in 
monk education. (http://aftered.tv/afteredteam/japan) 
 
Needless to say, learning 
environments have come a long way 
since the legendary monk Kukai 
established many temples of 
learning on Mount Koya. The 
industrial era brought us formalized 
education and the now familiar 
blackboard-covered classrooms. In 
the current age of the Internet and 
globalization, classrooms are being 
transformed into media rich, 
computer-filled ones, coined as 
“blended learning spaces” at KUIS. 
Technical advances in learning 
environments have become so 
ubiquitous that it’s unfathomable to 
imagine education without them. 
For example, a classroom without 
desks, a blackboard, working 
electricity, or a school without 
computers and Internet access 
would simply be unacceptable – 
even a sign of educational 
barbarism.  
Very soon, we will have to add to 
this list of school essentials: 
campus-wide free universal access 
Wi-Fi Internet access. 
 
Free universal Wi-Fi allows anyone 
to easily access the information 

superhighway and communicate 
with the global community. This 
type of open Wi-Fi can be found in 
an expanding number of public 
spaces including restaurants, 
libraries, and airports. Google has 
proposed creating a universal Wi-Fi 
zone to cover entire cities. Ever 
more gadgets such as smart phones, 
tablet computers, and gaming 
devices are built for Wi-Fi - not the 
wired Internet. Wired internet is not 
a suitable choice for smart devices 
which are designed to be mobile. 
 
Learning institutions have also 
rapidly adopted Wi-Fi, particularly 
universities in the United States. 
From top tier institutions such as 
M.I.T., Duke, and Columbia to local 
community colleges, to similarly 
language-focused universities such 
as Middlebury and Monterey 
Institute – all offer a form of free 
campus-wide universal access Wi-Fi.  
 
American universities have 
embraced Wi-Fi for several reasons. 
First, it’s far cheaper to create 
wireless networks than laying down 
LAN cables in every classroom. 
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Furthermore, “Colleges and 
universities are no longer just 
looking for a wireless LAN, but 
rather complete mobility, which 
may include voice-over-WLAN or 
wireless videoconferencing,” says 
Keerti Melkote, co-founder of Aruba, 
a leading installer of Wi-Fi networks 
at universities. “That includes any 
solution that provides new 
collaborative opportunities by 
transforming [public] space into a 
learning environment." 
 
Secondly, students expect it. Young 
learners are used to an internet 
experience that is on par with what 
they can experience at a local 
Starbucks. A 2008 Wi-Fi Alliance and 
Wakefield Research Survey reports 
that 90% of the students polled view 
Wi-Fi as essential to learning as 
classrooms and computers. 
Moreover, the robustness of a 
university’s Wi-Fi could determine 
which schools prospective students 
eventually decide to enroll in, with 
60% saying that they would not 
attend if Wi-Fi were not available. 
The same report said that students 
value Wi-Fi so much that 48% said 
“…they would give up beer before 
giving up Wi-Fi.” 
(http://campustechnology.com/arti
cles/2008/10/college-students-find-
wifi-essential-to-education-survey-
reports.aspx) 
 
Most importantly, forward-thinking 
university administrators recognize 
that the forces of globalization and 
the Internet have expanded the 
learning environment beyond the 
classroom and campus, and the 
institutions therefore must adapt to 

21st century realities. In a recent 
episode of Charlie Rose, an 
interview program on American 
public TV, Rose spoke with the 
deans of Harvard and MIT about the 
future of the university and 
education. 
(http://www.charlierose.com/view
/interview/11283) 
 
Susan Hockfield, president of MIT, 
comments:  
At the heart of what we do on our 
campuses is to turn great ideas into 
innovations and they're not just 
about new technologies and new 
businesses; they're about new ideas, 
new ways of building communities, 
new ways of relating to one another, 
new ways of interacting around the 
world. 
 
President of Harvard Drew Gilpin 
Faust states:  
We have to bring the people of 
talent into our educational sphere… 
we have to support them we have 
to give them the environment that 
enables them to pursue the kind of 
creativity that yields the 
discoveries and the claim on the 
future that I think that higher 
education is most about. 
 
It is no coincidence that both MIT 
and Harvard have free campus wide 
universal access Wi-Fi. Campus wide 
universal access Wi-Fi empowers 
Hockfield and Faust’s views on “new 
ways of building communities” and 
giving students the most enabling 
environment possible. At 
universities with campus wide Wi-Fi, 
students aren’t limited by the walls 
of classrooms, computer labs, and 
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libraries to access the digital world 
of knowledge and communicate 
with the globe.  Here learning 
environments are limitless and the 
global learning community is at your 
fingertips. In short, learning 
opportunities are everywhere, with 
everyone, all the time.  
 
How about the state of Wi-Fi at 
KUIS? Sadly, it is behind the curve: 
KUIS has a very limited and closed 
Wi-Fi network. Coverage-wise, less 
than 50% of campus has Wi-Fi access. 
Furthermore, access is limited to 
computers that have been 
specifically configured by the 
technology staff.  If you have a new 
iPhone, iPad, tablet computer, or 
are a visiting scholar you cannot 
access the KUIS Wi-Fi network. 
 
While it’s good that the KUIS 
community has some Wi-Fi, “good” 
will not cut it for an institution that 
aspires to be the leader of 
international studies in Japan and 
the world. To provide the best 
learning environment possible, KUIS 
must create a campus-wide 
universal access Wi-Fi network. 
Failure to invest in an open network 
severely limits the potential of 
everyone in our learning 
community: teachers, researchers, 
and especially students. While it is 
understandable that the university 
cannot purchase new computers 

every year, I find it odd that the 
current network discriminates 
against newer and better 
technologies. For example, students 
with iPhones cannot access the 
network freely. Researchers cannot 
investigate uses of new mobile 
devices. And barely half of 
teachers’ classes are located in 
internet enabled areas, severely 
limiting an essential tool for 
instruction. This is not state of the 
art education. 
 
In sum, it is absolutely critical for 
universities to provide the optimal 
learning environment for its 
students. Learning at a university 
with limited coverage and limited 
access Wi-Fi is the same as learning 
at one where only some classrooms 
have blackboards, electricity, and 
working desks. Let’s not leave the 
KUIS learning community to struggle 
blindly in the dark. Let us not wait 
one day longer for campus wide free 
universal access Wi-Fi at KUIS. 
 
Joachim Castellano is currently an 
ELI lecturer at Kanda University of 
International Studies and the 
former Managing Editor of Video 
Production for AfterEd.tv a web-
channel on the future of education 
at Teachers College-Columbia 
University. 
 

 

Steven Johnson, Author of Where Good Ideas Come From in a recent TED.com 
talks of open innovative systems, liquid networks and stresses that “Chance 
favors the connected mind.” Protecting keeps us in the cave, connecting 
brings the world to us and us to the world, so that we are the world. Hmmm… 
Wouldn’t be nice to say: “Come to KUIS, we are the world.” Eds. 


