
Interning at JALT! (Japan 
Association for Language 
Teaching) 2008 

By Yosuke Chiba and Marie Saito 

From Oct.31 to Nov. 3rd, Yosuke and 
Marie worked at JALT (the Japan 
Association for Language Teachers), 
conference as interns. Here they share 
their reflections on the experience, in the 
form of a conversation.  

Marie: More than 2000 teachers came to 
the event and there were many 
presentations on language teaching. A lot 
of attendees were native English 
speakers, so there were many 
opportunities to speak English. There were 
various jobs for us to facilitate 
presentations and an exhibition with many 
university students from around Japan 
who participated in the event as interns. 
Therefore we had a lot of opportunities to 
meet new people, working hand in hand 
with various aspects of the conference. 
Obviously, it was a great experience for us, 
right?

Yosuke: Yeah! You’re right, Marie! We had 
a great experience at the JALT 
Conference. Regarding the most 
impressive point of JALT, I agree with you. 
I met a number of interns from other 
universities and worked with them in 
Japanese and English. We cooperated 
with each other and tried our best at 
everything in order to make the conference 
successful. We always cheered each other 
up. It was very interesting and exciting.

Marie: Especially, I got huge inspiration 
from my coworkers. Every single 
participant had their own unique history, so 
I really enjoyed talking with them and 
hearing their stories. It was a really good 
opportunity to make a lot of friends and we 
still keep in touch with each other.

Yosuke: Concerning what we 
experienced, in my case, I could 
experience a variety of jobs such as a sign 
coordinator, social coordinator, working in 
the cloakroom, room manager and working 
at the registration desk. I was nervous and 
excited every day but I managed to do 
these jobs without any problems. 

Marie: I mainly worked at equipment 
section that prepared and fixed all 
presentation equipment. I remember   
rushing room to room but at the same 
time, we built wonderful teamwork even 
though that was the first time we met. It 
was such wonderful teamwork that we 
went out to eat together and shared our 
ideas, views and meals! I also worked at 
registration and the room management 
section. I really enjoyed talking to the 
participants and presenters in English at 
the registration desk and presentation 
room. 

Yosuke: In addition, I made a speech as a 
presenter at JALT 2008 in Encouraging 
Teaching-Practice Learning-Communities. 
It was a precious experience for me. 
Actually, I was really nervous because it 
was the first time to present at such an 
academic place. However, I really enjoyed 
presenting with my co-presenters. I only 
had to speak for about five minutes. There 
were about 60 people in the room and we 
each took turns talking about the topic. 
The only thing I could do the best was 
make good eye-contact. I never read the 
manuscript I made. I thought it was very 
important to see audiences' eyes in order 
to tell my story. By the way, did you do 
something wrong at your jobs? I mean, 
what hardship did you face during the 
period? How did you overcome the 
hardship you faced?

Marie: In my case, it wasn’t such a 
hardship, but rather small accidents or 
trouble. Yes, I had a lot of trouble during 
my work especially concerning equipment 
and also I have a lot of stories about it. 
Usually, presenters brought their own PC, 
but there were always some troubles 



about the connection. I was able to solve 
70% of the connection problems by myself 
but in case of complicated mechanical 
problems, I had to call Naushad, our 
helpful coworker and mood maker. I felt 
that presenters became so nervous as 
soon as they found that the projector didn’t 
work well, so I tried to make the presenter 
relaxed and figured out the problems as 
soon as possible. Some of my friends told 
me that some presenters got nervous and 
upset about mechanical problems but 
fortunately I didn’t meet such people. I was 
happy to see that most of presenters were 
satisfied and confident with their 
presentations. How about you? What were 
your occupational accidents?

Yosuke: Nice job, Marie! I was amazed 
that you contributed so well. I’m happy to 
hear that. Actually, you helped me many 
times, hahaha. In my case, I never had 
problems, and faced only one major 
difficulty; presenters not stopping their 
presentations on time. This happened 
when I worked as a room manager. I had 
to stop their presentations on time at any 
cost, but sometimes in the middle of an 
intense discussion. Thus, I had to ask 
them to stop their presentations very, very 
kindly. That’s kind of tough, right? I said 
things like “Be punctual, everyone!!”  
However, presenters were friendly and 
they always said to me “Arigato (Thank 
you!)” and “Nice job!” I was always 
encouraged by their words and was able 
to continue working with much enjoyment. 
Okay, to conclude, what did you learn 
through the internship, Marie?

Marie: I have learned some important 
things through these experiences; such as 
teamwork, trust relationship, leadership, 
tolerance, open-mindedness, and 
controlling my emotions. I’m satisfied with 
the JALT internship so I would like to 
recommend to KUIS students to join this 
event, but the only thing that I kind of 
regret now is I wasn’t able to see so many 
presentations. Were you able to see some 
presentations?

Yosuke: Yes! I had a lot of opportunities to 
see presentations and forums. When I 
worked as a room manager, I had much 
free time. Therefore, I was able to see 
some unique presentations. 

Marie: Good for you! I think you were 
lucky to have such free time!

Yosuke: I also learned a lot of things 
through this internship, not only language 
skills and communication skills but as you 
said, teamwork, trust relationship, 
leadership, tolerance and open-
mindedness. In addition, I learned 
presentation skills and I got confidence to 
make a speech in front of many people. I 
was so happy to do the internship and 
experience an international environment in 
which English was essential. I have never 
experienced working in English before, 
thus it was worth doing it very much for 
me. 

Yosuke and Marie: We would really 
recommend working and presenting at 
JALT if you have a chance. We believe 
that it is important to try new things, 
especially things you have not 
experienced yet. You will face a number of 
obstacles, but remember: “Whatever 
happens is interesting!”


