
Going My Way
By Ayumi Tsuruoka

Be honest to myself. This is one of my 
principles. Now I am in my 4th year at a 
university and am graduating from school. 
People ask me, “Have you already got a 
job?” and “What kind of company are you 
going to?” when they find out that I am a 
4th year student. I used to be annoyed by 
these questions since I am not going to get 
a job this year. Instead I am going to 
Australia on working holiday. Actually this 
will be my second working holiday there. 

The first time I decided to go to Australia in 
January in my 3rd year, when other 
students seriously started job hunting. 
Though some of my friends had clear 
future jobs in their minds and tried hard to 
make their dream come true, I did not 
know what I wanted to do in my future and 
wanted time to think about that. And also I 
thought English would help me to get a 
job, so I decided to take a gap year off in 
my 4th year and stay in Australia for 1 year. 
The stay was really nice. I met lots of 
people from different countries and 
different backgrounds. Each traveler came 
to Australia for different reasons and I 
realized there are lots of different ways of 
thinking. And also I experienced lots of 
things such as going to a language school, 
finding a house and sharing it with foreign 
people I did not know, working at a 
restaurant, moving to another city, booking 
a hotel in English by phone, working at a 
strawberry farm and meat factory, and 
going on short trips. Through this stay I 
realized the wonderful nature of English 

because it enables us to communicate 
with people from all over the world, even in 
imperfect English and I enjoyed talking 
with them. Actually I like English and think 
I want to get a job related to English. 
However I regret that I did not try harder to 
improve my English because I was not so 
motivated and I could manage to 
communicate with people in my broken 
English.

I came back to Japan and became a 4th 
year student in my university. It was time to 
start job-hunting again. Though I decided 
to try to get a job related to English, my 
thinking was vague and I still did not know 
what I wanted to do with English. I thought 
my English is still not good enough to use 
in a job. Also I have negative images about 
work because most workers look unhappy. 
They go to work in the early morning, get 
on a jam-packed train, go back home late, 
get up early and go to work again. 
Everyday seems a repetition of this and 
they repeatedly complain they are busy 
and the work is stressful. Many of them 
cannot get enough holidays to rest 
themselves and enjoy their lives. 

In Japan it is said that the percentage of 
people who quit their first job is more than 
one-third. Actually one of my friends who 
started working this April already quit his 
job and many friends told me they want to 
quit though I think they are not so serious 
and just complaining. I did not have the 
feeling that I could devote myself to a job I 
did not really want to do. I think I would 
quit in a few years if I started working 
without a clear vision. Therefore I began 
thinking of going back to Australia again, 
where I spent wonderful days and I 
somehow know how to live, to improve my 
English and live freely before I begin a job 
and have little time for myself.

“I will go my way because it is me who is 
responsible for my life so I want to decide 

where I go to make my life meaningful”



I made up my mind to do a second 
working holiday in Australia in June. 
However at first I hesitated to say this 
when people asked me about what I would 
do after my graduation because lots of 
people believe that it is natural to get a job 
straight after graduation and I felt I was 
doing something wrong. Actually my sister 
said to me, “You should get a job, or it is 
going to be difficult to find a good job. Also 
it seems to me that you want to go abroad 
just because you do not want to work.” I 
could say nothing because it was true. In 
Japan there are lots of offers of jobs to 
new graduates and some are only for 
them. If we miss this period, we cannot 
even apply for the jobs. If we neither are 
new graduates nor have job experiences, 
our choices become very limited. However 
I did not want to work yet because of my 
unclear vision and negative images of 
work. I would rather experience a lot more 
things that make my life more interesting. 
However I had mixed feelings since most 
of my friends started working and I felt my 
idea was immature. I struggled to decide 
what to do for a while but eventually I 
decided to go to Australia again because I 
thought I would regret it if I did not go now. 
I think that I can accept the bitterness of a 
job after I have gone my way. And also I 
believe I can improve my English much 
more than last time because I am very 
motivated, I know some effective 
strategies, and I have confidence that I 
can do so thanks to a class on ways of 
learning English in my university. I am 
taking this class this semester and I found 
language learning is very interesting. 

Now I do not hesitate to say I am going to 
Australia because I believe my choice is 
right and I will come back with satisfaction. 
I will enjoy my life and improve my English 
a lot. I will try to connect this experience 
with my future job. I want to get a job 
related to language learning when I come 
back to Japan and share my experiences 
with other language learners. My negative 
images about work are gradually changing 
as my vision is getting clearer. Honestly I 
am a little bit worried about my future but I 

do not think I will regret my decision even 
if I cannot find a job soon and I do not 
think I will give up even if the job is hard 
because that is the way I chose. I will go 
my way because it is me who is 
responsible for my life so I want to decide 
where I go to make my life meaningful.

Students’ Views of Education
http://au.youtube.com/watch?
v=dGCJ46vyR9o 

A short video summarizing some of the 
most important characteristics of students 
today - how they learn, what they need to 
learn, their goals, hopes, dreams, what 
their lives will be like, and what kinds of 
changes they will experience in their 
lifetime. Created by Michael Wesch in 
collaboration with 200 students at Kansas 
State University

A Vision of K-12 Students Today 
http://au.youtube.com/watch?v=_A-
ZVCjfWf8&NR=1

This project was created to inspire 
teachers to use technology in engaging 
ways to help students develop higher level 
thinking skills. Equally important, it serves 
to motivate district level leaders to provide 
teachers with the tools and training to do 
so.  

The New American 
Schoolhouse Trailer 
http://au.youtube.com/watch?v=rgpuSo-
GSfw&watch_response

“Education is in the heart of the listener, 
not in the voice of the teacher.” 

“Research has found that babies do not 
develop well if they are not held and 
caressed. Some day they are going to find 
out that teenagers, in order to develop 
well, need to talk!”  

Danny Mydlack 2005
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