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The way teachers teach and interact with 
students reveals what kind of teachers 
they had when they were students 
themselves. Teaching is an important 
occupation in terms of influencing other 
people’s lives. Teachers can make such a 
strong impression, big enough to change a 
student’s life course, for the better or for 
the worse when they are at a crossroads. 
Some students may be impressed by their 
teachers and respect them much more 
than their parents and view them as their 
role-models. Others completely lose 
interest in the subjects which are taught by 
their unfavorite teachers. I can fortunately 
say that I have met several great teachers 
here at KUIS and accordingly developed 
interest in learning English thanks to them. 

It is often hard for teachers to spare time 
for students, especially outside of classes, 
let alone when the students are not in their 
classes. After all, teachers are also just 
people who struggle in their lives and it is 
understandable that they would not 
welcome any additional requests from 
students. They can always say “It’s none 
of my business,” “It’s totally up to you,” or 
“After all, it is your life.” when students ask 
a question or seek advice, especially when 
these things apparently bring no benefit to 
teachers and waste their time. However, 
one of the ELI teachers I have met here at 
KUIS was different. 

At first glance, he may appear to be a 
mere clown because he enjoys telling 
jokes to bring smiles to people’s faces. 
However, when a student needs help, he 
is always the best. He seems to think “How 
much and how many times can I help him 
or her” rather than “Until when and how 
many times must I help him or her.” For 
example; he used to have writing centre 
duty last year in the afternoons till four-
forty. I still vividly remember that he always 
stayed with some students who needed 
help with writing even after his on-duty 

hours, every single week. His sometimes 
even stayed with students as late as 19.00 
o’clock with a usual smile on his face. 
Moreover, he apologized for not having 
enough time to help those students who 
appeared late or who were not able to sign 
up for the writing center and asked them to 
bring their essays to his office the following 
day or sometime in the week. I was 
amazed and impressed by his kindness 
and hospitality because I knew it is not an 
easy thing to do because people always 
have outside lives. 

Having seen his attitude, I asked him 
whether it was possible to see me 
sometime during vacations to check my 
essays. Of course, he could have rejected 
my requested because he was officially 
“off duty” during vacation, and moreover, 
he was not my class teacher. To my great 
surprise, he kindly said “Oh, let’s meet 
then. I will put the sign-up sheet in front of 
my office and you can just put your name 
beside the time and date you would like to 
meet me.”  At the end of each meeting, 
he’s the one who always said first “Ok, 
when shall we meet next time? How about 
on Tuesday next week…” I was deeply 
touched and impressed not only because 
he helped me with English study but also 
because he made the time for me each 
week. 

The second teacher who deeply 
impressed me was one of the class 
teachers I had. He is exceptionally 
passionate about teaching, and what is 
more, never fails to give feedback to each 
student. For example, when students 
leave comments on Moodle, the online 
learning space where students and 
teachers communicate, he wrote back with 
comments such as “Thanks Kana,” “I am 
glad you find the lesson helpful.” for each 
student, regardless of the length of 
students’ comments, without fail. Even 
though, there were approximately 30 
students in the class, he always left kind 
remarks and lots of smiley faces to us. It 
was my joy to check out what he would 
comment back to me and it kept my 



motivation high. I used to wonder how 
much more time he spent than the 
students for reading through their 
assignments and giving respective 
comments back, while preparing for his 
classes and dealing with his other tasks.

Additionally, he respects students’ opinions 
and encourages students to give feedback 
to his lessons. In addition, he started 
experimental feedback sessions for his 
classes with interested students so that he 
could actually meet students’ needs and 
interests. Co-planning the class activities 
and materials obviously takes time for him 
because he has to meet with students and 
talk over what kinds of activities and 
materials would be beneficial for all the 
classmates. However, he always 
welcomes students’ new ideas and enjoys 
discussing our classes. Whenever I visit 
his office to talk with him, he always leaps 
out of his chair and says “Here is the 
material for the next class, have a look and 
please tell me what you think.” 

Last but not least, let me introduce one 
more excellent teacher who I will not forget 
the least. When he takes care of students’ 
writing he always turn the writing 
horizontal so that both of us can see it and 
encourages students to correct wrong 
word choice or grammatical mistakes by 
suggesting hints rather than automatically 
editing students’ writing. Personally I find 
his way of helping students with writing 
helpful. If my writing is corrected without 
my input, I would have to ask for 
explanations after all for the corrections 
which the teachers have made for me. 
Worse, I would not bother to think over 
about those mistakes after having my 
essay made error free and I would keep 
making the same wrong word choices or 
writing grammatical expressions 
incorrectly. 

Furthermore, when students ask him 
grammatical questions, he tries his best in 
explaining them by providing examples or 
even bothers to consult several grammar 
books instead of saying “Don’t ask why,” or 

“Look up the grammar book for yourself.” 
When students are trying to internalize his 
explanation or thinking about the right 
words to replace with the wrong one, he 
usually waits patiently and if students 
seem to have a difficulty in finding 
answers, he would provide more 
suggestions.

Copying down whatever teachers wrote 
down on the blackboard, I used to wonder 
why people need teachers when they learn 
a certain subject or skill. If the ultimate 
purpose is to gain knowledge or 
information, consulting books or searching 
the Internet seems a much more time-
efficient and effective way, especially in 
this technologically developed society. 
People learn attitudes towards others 
through interacting with teachers and gain 
the general pictures of the adult ideas to 
follow. Moreover, basically, students 
cannot choose which teachers they have, 
and the reverse is also true. Even though 
this is the case, as a student myself, if I 
could have a good relationship and time 
with teachers and find the ones who 
inspire me, it would be a greater pleasure 
than getting a well-paid job or getting a 
high TOEIC score.

Bio: Kaori Kijima is a fourth year student in 
the English Department of Kanda 
University of International Studies and 
plans to be a university teacher after doing 
graduate studies.


