
strengths are curiosity, love of learning, 
creativity, fairness, and forgiveness. Once 
they have identified their signature 
strengths, participants use one of their 
signature strengths in a new way each day 
for a week. My suggested variation to 
develop meaning is to ask the students to 
use their signature strengths to contribute 
to the class or help a classmate in each 
class meeting. For example, if a student's 
signature strength is kindness, he might 
complement his conversation partners. 
The learners would keep a journal 
explaining how they used their signature 
strengths and how they think it contributed 
to the class. 

These proposed activities have two 
important characteristics that distinguish 
them from my high school's pep rally 
based motivational efforts or parents’ 
worries about future success. First, they 
treat all students equally. Everybody's 
strengths and contributions are accepted 
and utilized, so one is not motivated while 
another is demotivated. Second, the 
activities show students how to derive 
meaning from behaviors that contribute to 
the goal of the class. This will make them 
more useful for encouraging behaviors that 
promote learning. I encourage readers to 
try these activities as I will this coming 
term. Happy motivating. 
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Learner views

Students in Sumatra
Interviewed by Tomoko Wakushima

I asked three students who did 
“voluntourism” in Sumatra (with their 
teacher Kara Dymant, see her article in 
this issue) to answer some questions. All 
three were students at Kanda Institute of 
Foreign Languages (KIFL) at the time they 
went to Sumatra and two are now Kanda 
University of International Studies (KUIS) 
students and one is working. They are 
Kishin Naito, Ayami Goto and Marino 
Suzuki. The questions were: Why did you 
go? What did you do there? What did you 
learn? And, What advice do you have for 
others? These interviews were done by 
email and these are the students’ own 
voices. I thank them for answering and 
inspiring others to travel

Kishin Naito (KUIS student)
Why did you go?

 “I have been interested in volunteering 
abroad and also will try to work as a 

member of a volunteer group in the future. 
It is one of my dreams. Moreover, I had 

told Kara about that. One day, she 
introduced volunteering programs in 

[Sumatra]. It was so fascinating to me. 
Therefore, I thought I did not want to miss 
the opportunity! I was really nervous to go 

because I had never been abroad and 
was worried about everything. I decided 

to go with high hopes.”

What did you do there?

 “We visited villages, an orphanage, a 
Muslim and Christian school and met NPO 

association, KSPPM. At schools and 
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orphanages, we showed So-ran Bushi 
(Japan’s traditional dance), read 

Momotaro (tales of old Japan), gave 
Japanese toys such as Origami, 

Kendama, and stayed together at 
orphanage. At Batak village, we learned 
the way to cultivate coffee beans, make 

coffee, pillows and manure, and breeding 
of the domestic animals such as pigs. 
What I was impressed by the most was 
that we could share a lot of smiles with 

whomever we met at orphanages or 
villages. And also, cultural exchanging 

through music, food and activities was so 
memorable for us. On the other hand, it 
was an essential experience for not only 

us, but also [the people of Sumatra].”

What did you learn?

“As I mentioned, we could learn cultural 
experiences. In Indonesia, we, however, 
could find some aspects of life which we 
cannot find in Japan. There are obvious 
differences between rich and not rich in 

their usual lives. If, in Japan, we would not 
find clear differences in life, but the 

serious issues appear as usual in front of 
citizens in Developing Countries. In fact, 
we visited a village far from the capital or 
big cities. The village was in the depths of 

the forest. All the life drainage in the 
village was a river! They take a bath, wash 

dishes, brush teeth and even use it as a 
toilet. For Japanese people, it is a world 
we cannot understand anything at all. 
Despite this fact, every person in the 

village looked so comfortable and happy. I 

guessed they did not have stress at the 
time. Comparing with Japanese [lifestyle], 
theirs are not enough for us and also we 
might think that it is so hard to live there. 
Then I learned the joy of being in life and 

Japanese people spend good life. I 
reconfirmed how happy we are.“

What advice do you have for others?

”I know there are so many people who 
hope to know different cultures of other 
countries. I think it is impossible to know 

that staying in Japan. What I would like to 
say is getting the feel of everything with 

the skin in foreign countries is most 
important. If you go, you absolutely have 

to feel the difference compared with 
Japan.”

Ayami Goto (work)
Why did you go?

“There are three reasons. Firstly, I like to 
learn something new. Teaching, show 

what is Japan, playing with kids, staying in 
jungle. I had many new experiences there. 
Secondly, my big dream is to be a bridge 
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between Japan and other countries. I 
thought I am happy to join this program as 

a Japanese. I could show them what 
country Japan is. Finally, actually, I'm an 
Indonesia lover. I have many friends from 
Indonesia and they are so friendly. I really 

love them, their culture and Indonesian 
foods as well! During the time together 
with them, I found some similar/different 
things between Japan and Indonesia. All 
of these things are really interesting for 

me. It was natural for me to want to go to 
Indonesia. In the same time, my friend 

asked me to come to Sumatra. My answer 
was why not!”

What did you do there?

“Sharing smiles, sharing cultures, doing 
Kanishibai (a story illustrated with picture 
card) about Momotaro, dancing So-ran 

Bushi, Cooking together, feeling free in the 
greenery, looking at many stars with kids, 

shower in the river and a lot more!!”

What did you learn?

“How beautiful to understand and respect 
each other is. In Indonesia, there are 

many cultures, tribes, languages, religions 
and so on. However Indonesians respect 
each other and keep their own culture. 

That is very beautiful and the most 
important thing for the world.”

What advice do you have for others? 

“Every moment in Sumatra is beautiful. I 
couldn't find any other word instead of 
beautiful! All experiences I had there 

made my day. Leave Japan to change 
your mind! There were filled with a lot of 

smiles.”

Marino Suzuki (KUIS student)
Why did you go?

 “I wanted to do something new before 
going to KUIS.”

What did you do there?

“Share each other’s culture, play with 
children at orphanage and make pillows.”

What did you learn?

“Almost all children of orphanage can't 
speak English and also I can't speak 

Indonesian but I had a really happy time. I 
learned feeling that I want to communicate 

more important than language.”

What advice do you have for others?

 “Don't be afraid to do something new! If 
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you have little interest for something you 
should try it anyway!”

Interviewer’s Comment: 
First, thanks to PeerSpectives for giving 
me an opportunity to interview wonderful 
explorers. I was really surprised at their 
high motivation and I learned a lot from 
them. Actually, I was at KIFL with them and 
was given the same opportunity to go to 
Sumatra from Kara. I did not participate 
because I was afraid to do something new 
and to use my English. Moreover, I lacked 
an adventurous spirit. However I am 
interested in world and in volunteering and 
I want to do something for others. From 
the interview, I noticed to do new things 
gives us wonderful experiences. Also, we 
learn a lot of things from being there. For 
example, differences of culture, 
environments, customs and so on. I 
realized there were big differences 
between Japan and Sumatra in the point 
of economy and distribution of wealth. It is 
important to learn about it and feel it “first 
hand” because we don’t get without going 
there. We should come out of our shells. 
We should experience things with our skin 
and minds through experiences like they 
had. They are worthwhile experiences and 
must be useful to understand and 
appreciate our world.    

Original Papers

An alternative to in-
class presentations: 
Incorporating 
student-generated 
VoiceThread projects
Geoffrey Butler, Ryan Hunter, and Lara 
Kurth

Introduction
About two years ago, a group of English 
instructors began experimenting with 
VoiceThread, an asynchronous computer-
mediated communication technology, as a 
means of supporting students’ language 
learning. One such way that the instructors 
did so was by implementing student-
generated VoiceThread projects (SGVPs) 
in their classes. This paper discusses the 
authors’ rationale behind and experiences 
working with SGVPs as content in English 
conversation classrooms at a public 
university in Seoul, South Korea.  

Context & needs
The authors teach at a public university in 
Seoul. All English conversation courses 
meet once per week for 100 minutes 
throughout a 15-week semester, totaling 
less than 30 hours of class time in one 
term. There are 20-24 students of a range 
of majors in each class. Students are 
typically in their late teens to mid-20s and 
language proficiency levels vary. Similarly 
to the teaching context reported in 
Kroeker’s study (2009), the goals of the 
university conversation courses are vague 
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