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that, for me, it was a moment of sociocognitive 
conflict and resolution, when I saw that treating 
him as a person and instead of a problem, could 
result in connection.
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Activities to Share

Free Italian! Spread 
the Fun!
Tania Convertini  
Italian Professor at Dartmouth University

After hearing Tim Murphey talk about 
the power of "Students Teaching What 
They Learn" on March 4th at Dartmouth 
college, Tania came up with a cool 

project for her Italian 3 class to use in 
spring 2015:

Dear students,
You have learned Italian. Now it’s time to spread 
the fun and teach it to someone on campus. First 
identify a potential Italian learning partner for your 
project: a friend, an administrator, a custodian, a 
professor, a librarian, a dean, you name it. You can 
even dare to approach the President if you like; to 
my knowledge, he does not speak Italian. Explain 
your project and your goals (we will discuss it 
together in class) and make arrangements to teach 
them something in Italian. Make sure you ask about 
them and what they might like to learn in Italian. Be 
a good teacher and listen! Would they like to learn 
a song, a few survival sentences for traveling such 
as ordering in a restaurant or getting directions or 
maybe a beautiful Italian poem?

After you have agreed with your learning partner on 
what they want to learn, research the necessary 
material (since you will have to teach it). Then 
prepare your lesson and meet with your partner for 
the teaching session. Remember that teaching 
must be fun and engaging, otherwise the learning 
is boring. Give your learning partner some material 
to study and maybe a little test so that s/he can 
retrieve what s/he learned. You will then meet one 
more time to see if s/he can remember and use the 
lesson you taught.
We will invite all the Italian 3 learning partners for a 
final “Free Italian Spread the Fun” celebration that 
we will all be hosting at the end of the semester!

One last note: I know this might seem impossible 
because everyone is in love with Italian. However, if 
you can find learning partners who show very little 
interest in learning Italian, it will be even better. It 
might be more challenging to teach them but 
eventually it will be more rewarding because you 
will win them over with our beautiful language. Are 
you ready to spread the fun of Italian? I am!
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