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An Interview with 
Ryo Maie
Interviewed by Tim Murphey 

Ryo is a student from Kanda University of 
International Studies in Japan.  Below is an 
interview Tim conducted with him about his 
experience as a study abroad student at Dartmouth 
University, Hanover, New Hampshire, USA (3 hours 
from Boston) for the academic year 2014-2015

What made you want to go abroad to 
study?

“At first, I was feeling it was necessary for 
me to experience studying abroad in the 
U.S for my future career. But I gradually 

started to think, after arriving, that I 
needed other incentives. My goals of this 
study abroad are now (i) to make as many 
as friends as possible, (ii) appreciate and 
collaborate with them, and (iii) to grow as 
a human, drawing on the previous two.” 

Why did you chose Dartmouth? How long 
have you been here?

“I have been here since September 1st 
(six months, now) and I will return to 

Japan June 13th, 2015. The strongest 
impetus that made me choose Dartmouth 

was of course the fame that Dartmouth 
has. Also, I wanted to take many courses 

in cognitive psychology and brain 
sciences, and Dartmouth excels in these 

fields. Looking back, I never thought 
about how ideal Dartmouth was going to 

be, in terms of the environment it has, and 
it is ideal! Professors here really enjoy 
working with us students, and most of 

them are highly approachable. Hanover is 
ideally located in that the location allows 

us to focus on our study and not be 
distracted by big city events.” 

What was the best thing that has 
happened so far?

“I was struggling with communicating with 
people in English, then one day I realized  

that I had no more problems in 
understanding what people were saying. It 

was so remarkable! I no longer feel that 
native speakers talk incredibly fast. I 

sometimes talk faster than they do! I think 
that just by immersing myself in my 

surroundings allowed me to adjust to them 
and get comfortable with their way of 

talking.” 

What would you advise other Japanese 
students to do?

“Almost all of what I planned before I came 
here worked really well, so making as 

detailed plans as possible helps. For the 
first two or three months, I had been thinking 
that I came here just for studying. But I was 

so lucky that I could realize how helpful 
peers and friends are. I think when I 

overcame my uncomfortable initial settling 
in, which everyone necessarily has during 

their study abroad, I found there were 
always my friends around me to help. So, 

socialize and make friends quickly! 
If you are worrying about whether you can 
get along with people you meet abroad, I 
can guarantee that you can relax and you 
will surely do well. What I want to advise 
you is to try to focus on your purposes in 

advance. This is really important. Planning 
is useful and helpful, but without any 

goals, there is no meaning. Establish your 
goals. They can be very trivial things such 
as making friends, stating your opinion in 
every class, etc. Then, if you think what 

you have to do backward, from the goal to 
the plan, you will see what steps you need 

to take.” 

What things do you hope to do before 
you leave?

“Before I leave, I hope to travel around or do 
something really fun with my friends. Since 
we have almost no time for that during the 
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terms, I will surely try to plan one. I also 
want to work as a research assistant. 

Knowing how research goes is important to 
me, and it is great to do such a job at 

Dartmouth.” 

What do you wish you would have have 
known earlier?

“I should have realized that life is not only 
becoming professional of one thing. Of 

course a primary objective of study abroad 
is our academic matters, but just itself never 

solves all the problems we encounter, nor 
makes all our dreams come true. We learn 

from the whole experience of being abroad, 
not just the classes.” 

Any other questions you want to ask 
yourself?

“This might be philosophical, but I will ask 
myself what I can do to make my life 
better. Ultimately, it means what is the 

meaning of life? The answer to this 
question, I believe, varies depending on 

the person. Also, how can I make my 
exchange program better? I know the 

answer, although some people state that 
the answer to the ultimate question is 

“42” (from the movie Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy), I think it is "loving what you 

do.” 

Learner View

My Duel With Daiki: 
One Classroom 
Narrative and a Brief 
Analysis using 
Concepts in Socio-
Cultural Theory
Danielle Lott 
Nagoya University of Foreign Studies

Part 1: Classroom Narrative

Daiki walked into class and grabbed a seating card. 
“B?” he said. “Ugh, I’m at her table. Give me 
another card,” he wheedled. 
The tutor handing out seating cards was firm.  
“Nope, you’ll be alright,” he said. I admired his 
resolve.
Daiki tossed his bags next to my table and walked 
right back out of class without a word.
I knew that Daiki was fluent in English from his time 
living abroad, but his attitude could be frustrating to 
the other students, not to mention the tutors.

In the Power-Up Tutorial (PUT) class, students had 
the chance to talk to five different native speakers 
and each other. You never knew what group of 
students would land at your table because seating 
was randomly assigned and changed over the 
course of the class. It was impossible to predict 
what kind of conversation would arise out of such a 
mixed dynamic. Last week, for example, I had 
witnessed an explosive combination of students in 
Daiki’s group of three. I saw one of his speaking 
partners, a student not-unskilled, but not fluent like 
Daiki, intimidated into silence. The other student 
was closer to Daiki’s speaking ability. She doggedly 
continued the conversation, almost by herself, as 
her stress became more and more visible. 
Eventually she demanded that he contribute before 
the whole conversation deteriorated into frustrated 
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